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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade are at 73. Basinghall Street, 
London, H.C. — registered telegraphic address 
“ Advantage, London,” telephone number 12807 
Central. A statement of the objects and work of the 
Branch will be found on p. 498. : 

Attention is directed to the Sample Room, where 
the following are on view, among other exhibits :— 


Reference in 
‘* Board of Trade Journal.” 





Samples. 








Date. | Page. 





Specimen of Chinese Students’ uniform ... | 3lst May, 1906 | 407 
Cotton grown in Spain ... ciate we | 24th ee 382 
Zapupe fibre from Mexico ee =e: ye im 324 
Guatemala cotton said to be weevil-resisting | 19th April, 1906 | 128 
Cotton cloth manufactured at Ichang...| ,, o re 
Raw Argentine cotton, bobbins of yarn 
and patterns of knitted material from 
Buenos Ayres ... ola - ... | oth - mn 36 
German woollen cloths sold in Alexandria | 8th March, 1906 | 476 
Textiles sold in Zanzibar ... ‘in ... | Zoth Jan., 1906 | 175 
as — =e ie Pr Ke m ‘a 175 
Pyrophyllite and shale from Newfoundland | 11th _,, a 81 
Iron ore from various places alluded to in 


“Tron Ore Depositsin Foreign Countries ” 
issued by the Board of Trade ... ... | 15th June, 1905 | 521 











The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are also 
at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:—India, Dominion of 
Canada, Queensland, Cape of Good Hope, Transvaal and 
Orange River Colony. Statements of the objects and 
work of these Enquiry Offices will be found on p. 499. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
BRITISH INDIA. 


The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 
iinet for the supply and delivery of— 
Tools > 1. Steel palisade fencing for platforms. 
oo 2. Picks, kodalies, shovels, &c. 
3. Files. 
4, Hammer handles, mallets, &c. 
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as per specifications to be seen at the Company’s Offices, Nicholas 
Lane, London, E.C. ‘Tenders are to be sent to the Secretary, 
marked ‘“‘Tender for Fencing,” or as the case may be, not later 
than noon on Wednesday, the 13th June. ‘The Company 
reserve the right to divide the order, also to decline any 
tender without assigning a reason, and do not bind themselves 
to accept the lowest or any tender. Fees, which cannot under 


any circumstances be returned, are charged for the specifications 
as under, viz., for Nos. 1, 2 and 3, 21s. each, and for No. 4, 10s. 6d. 


CANADA. 
The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
. trade received at the Canadian Government 
ei nt Offices, 17, Victoria Street, London, 8.W., whence 
further information regarding them may be 
obtained :— 


Home Enquiries-—A London firm of sanitary engineers wish to 
find a market in Canada for sanitary appliances, lavatories, baths, 
sinks, hospital and other fittings. 

A firm of commission agents in Scotland are seeking wholesale 
agencies for Canadian creameries, and grain and flour exporters. 

A firm in the Midlands manufacturing biscuits are seeking to 
extend their Canadian connections, and contemplate the appoint- 
ment of an agent in the Dominion. | 

A London firm of export merchants are seeking buying 
agencies for Canadian firms desiring representation in Great 
Britain. 

A Liverpool firm manufacturing cheese and dairy salt are 
desirous of establishing a connection with Canadian creameries 
and cheese factories. 

Canadian Enquiries—A Montreal agent, now on a visit to 
England, is desirous of obtaining the representation in Canada of 
additional firms, especially in the following classes of goods :— 
Chemicals, druggists’ sundries, groceries, confectionery, biscuits, 
essential oils, &c. 

A newly-established firm in Winnipeg are seeking the sole 
agency in Western Canada of a British manufacturer of binder 
cord and kindred commodities. 

A Toronto firm are desirous of communicating with firms dealing 
in the following goods :—Lump borax, saltpetre (double refined), 
soda ash, copper-black-oxide, chloride of calcium, lead glass, 
antimony-white-oxide, iron-red-oxide, feldspar (Norwegian), clay 
(German dark), bitter salt, kryolith, &c. 

A Canadian manufacturer of incubators desires to get into 
communication with English makers of thermometers. 

Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, 8. W. 
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CANA DA—continued. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., whence 
further information regarding them may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries.—A London firm prepared to purchase supplies 
of Canadian canned fish, fruits, and vegetables, also cereal foods, 
oatmeal, &c., invite correspondence from Canadian producers. 

A manufacturing Company desire the addresses of Canadian 
producers of pulp board suitable for making paper boxes. 


Note——For further information re —— any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





CAPE COLONY: 


The ‘Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 11th May, 
a announces that tenders for the supply of 
Uniforms Customs Uniforms will be received at the 

' Office of the Controller and Auditor-General, 

Cape Town, until noon on Ist August, 1906. 

'‘enders must be accompanied by samples of the serge and cloth, 
and each tenderer will be required to give the names of two persons 
residing in Cape Colony able and willing to become security for 
the due performance of the contract. 

Samples of caps, overcoats, and leggings, &c., may be seen at 
the Custom House, Adderley Street, Cape Town. 

Further particulars as contained in the “‘ Gazette” may be seen 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C. 





ST. LUCIA. 


Tenders are invited for a steam service for the conveyance of 
mails, &c,, on the coast of St. Lucia, from the 
Steam Coasting 1.4 J anuary, 1907. 

Service. The services required are :— 

1. For a service from Castries to Vieux-Fort four days in each 
week and from Castries to Dennery and Micoud two days 
in each week. | 

2. For a daily service (except Sundays and holidays) between 
Castries, Soufriére, Choiseul, Laborie and Vieux-Fort. 

Separate tenders for these services may be made. 

The tenders should state :— 

1. The number, size, and description of the vessels which it 
is proposed to employ ; 

2, The accommodation for first and second class passengers 
and for cargo ; 
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3. The rates which will be charged for freight and passengers ; 
4, ‘The amount of subsidy required ; 
5. The period for which a contract would be required. 

The contractors will be required to carry all mails, parcel post, 
government officials and employees travelling on duty, prisoners 
under escort, and supplies for police stations, hospitals and public 
offices. 

Approved security in a sum of not less than 500/. will be 
required for the due performance of the contract, and penalties for 
failure to perform any of the services will be provided for in the 
contract. 

All stores required for the use of the steamers performing the 
contract (except for the personal use ot the master and the crew, 
such as wines, spirits, tobacco, clothing, &c.) will be allowed to be 
imported in bond without being liable to duty, on security being 
given that they will be used only as ship’s stores, under the 
provisions of the Customs Ordinance. 

The steamers performing the contract will be free of all port 
charges, and will be allowed the free use of the Government 
wharves. 

Tenders should be made on or before the 15th August, 1906, and 
addressed to the Administrator, St. Lucia, by whom any further 
information will be given. 

The Government does not bind itself to accept the lowest or any 
tender. 





EGYPT: 


The Egyptian War Department invite tenders for the supply of 

500 yards of green cloth for table tops. Tender 

Green Cloth. forms may be obtained from Lt.-Col. J. H. 

Western, R.E.,C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, 

Broadway, Westminster, London, 8.W., and should be returned to 

him by the 20th July, the tenders to remain open for 25 days 
after that date. 


According to the Egyptian ‘“ Journal Officiel” of 21st May , the 

Ministry of Finance invite tenders ns the 

Silk. supply of 600 okes (oke=2°75 Ibs. av.) of silk 

required for the making of the Holy Carpet, 

viz.: 200 okes of silk ‘‘Aksira” for warp and 400 okes of  Ttalian” 

silk for woof. Specifications and samples may be seen at the 

Ministry of Finance, Cairo. Tenders, written on stamped paper* 

of 30 milliémes and enclosed in sealed envelopes, will be received 
up to noon on 19th July, 1906. 





* Obtainable from Lieut.-Co]. Western, R.E., C.M.G., at the address mentioned 
above. 
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EGY PT —continued. 


The following particulars of the imports of glassware into Egypt 
are taken from the ‘“ Bulletin ” of the French 
Glassware. Chamber of Commerce at Alexandria : — 

| The imports of glassware into Egypt have 
developed remarkably of recent years, the value imported in 1905 
amounting to £E 140,515, as compared with £E 39,749 in 1892. 
This increase is due not only to the influx of Europeans into the 
country, but also to the general improvement in the conditions of 
life obtaining among the natives, who were formerly contented 
with earthenware table utensils, but are now large purchasers of 
glassware. ‘The extensive adoption of oil for lighting purposes has 
likewise given rise to a demand for lamp glasses: these figure 
largely in the imports from Austria, as they are sent to Alexandria 
vid Trieste, but more than half of the lamp glasses despatched by 
this route are of German manufacture. The imports from the 
United Kingdom consist mainly of lemonade bottles with marble 
stoppers, which are in great demand; these are delivered in 
Alexandria at from 18s. to 20s.a gross. The United Kingdom 
also sends crystal decanters and glasses, water jugs, ice bowls, and 
various table ornaments of glass, mainly for the use of the English 
colony. Glass bracelets, which are largely worn by the native 
women, are imported from the British Possessions in the Far East 
and from China; the imports from these countries are, however, 
decreasing, as some Austrian manufacturers have obtained 
specimens of the most saleable bracelets, and now send imitations 
of them to Egypt at cheaper rates. Among the articles furnished 
by Germany may he mentioned medicine bottles, spirit bottles for 
the Egyptian distilleries, lamp glasses, gas globes, and bulbs and 
shades for electric lighting purposes. One-fourth of the glass 
lamps imported come from Germany, the remainder mainly from 
Bohemia. Austria sends a large number of table glasses, decanters, 
gas globes, lustres, &c. ‘The chief imports from Belginm consist 
of cut glass wares, including drinking glasses of various kinds, 


salt-cellars, sugar basins, jam pots, &c. 





RUSSIA—FINLAND. 


The recent report of the British Vice-Consul at Uleaborg 
(Mr. B. Blunt) gives the following particulars of possible openings 
for British trade in hides, leather, and leather manufactures :— 


‘The quantity of hides yearly imported is from 30,000 to 40,000. 
The kind required are South American salted 
Hides and Kips. hides, mostly heavy hides, weighing from 77 to 
88 lbs. each, but a certain quantity of lighter 
hides, weighing from 5f to 70 lbs. each, a separate price for the 
two kinds being quoted. T’he hides are bought from German 
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RUSSIA—FINLAN D—continued. 


firms, either for direct shipment from South America or from stock 
in Hamburg. They are mostly bought on the weight on arrival at 
Uleaborg, where they are shaken, brushed free from salt, and 
weighed, often in the presence of a representative of the seller. 
Hides have been bought on the weight at time of shipment, having 
been previously shaken and brushed in South America. Having 
gone thoroughly into the question I cannot see any possible reason 
why the large London and Liverpool hide factors cannot sell these 
hides quite as well as the German houses. The quantity imported 
each year being a large one, it should be at least worth the while 
of some British firm to consider the possibility of doing business 
here. There is also a demand for British kips. 


“ At present few boots and shoes are imported. The peasants and 

working. class, who, of course, are the largest 
Boots and Shoes. consumers of this article, have, till now, mostly 

used a kind of boot peculiar to Finland; but, 
during the last few years, the ordinary kind of boot has been 
taken up, and there is no doubt that in time it will be largely 
used. ‘The building of a large factory here on very up-to-date lines 
to make American boots bears out this statement. A good few 
American boots, as also a certain quantity of German make, 
are imported in the South of Finland, but I should be very sur- 
prised to hear of a single pair of British boots having come in. 
Northampton houses would not lose anything by making enquiries 
in the South of Finland. 


‘‘There is situated in Uleaborg a very large tannery, which sells 
Bast eae to Russia alone between 70,0002. and 100,0001. 
Maite Genie worth of leather every year and also a large 
‘quantity in Finland. The greater part of this 

leather is sole leather and it is much liked in Russia, in fact it 
is said that the Russians cannot turn out anything approaching it. 
The leather costs as follows :—Sides weighing 284 lbs. on an average, 
1s. 5d. per lb. ; sides of slightly lighter leather, rather less. A few 
of these sides of four different weights, which are roughly trimmed 
and not to be compared in pattern to Australian sides, were shown 
by the writer to several of the principal London leather factors, 
and were valued by them at from 9d. to 104d. per lb., and were 
subsequently sold at auction for 6d. per lb. Presuming that a British 
tanner could turn out an equally good leather, say at 11d. per lb., 
he would have to pay duty into Finland at the rate of 23d. per |b. 
and freight say 3d. per |b., total cost Jaid down in Finland being 
1s. 13d. per lb., he would therefore be able to sell considerably under 
the price obtained by tanners here. There is, however, one fact to 
be borne in mind, that is that if a tanner wants to do business here 
it is no good offering exactly the same leather as is used in the 
United Kingdom; here soles are not sewn but pegged on, and for 
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RUSSIA—FINLAN Dilddeened. 


pegging a much harder leather can be used than for sewing ; in fact, 
I doubt if the sole leather used here could be sewn by machine. 
Hard leather of a darkish colour is used and wanted here, and any- 
one wishing to sell leather on this market should obtain samples 
of the leather manufactured in Uleaborg, and turn out the same or 
better. ‘The Americans have several agents in Finland and have 
sold large quantities of hemlock sole leather. Leather travelling 
bags, pocket books and purses of a cheap quality would find a 
market here. 











NORWAY. 


H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. A. 8S. MacGregor) reports that 
tenders are invited by the Norwegian State 

Uniform Cloth. Railways for the supply of 9,560 metres of 

uniform cloth of five different qualities. Tenders 
in sealed envelopes marked ‘“ Uniformsklede” are to be delivered 
at “ Statsbanernes Styrelsens Expeditionskontor,” Christiania, by 
3 p.m.on the 6th July. Mr. MacGregor has forwarded copies of 
the special conditions relating to the above, and of the general 
regulations governing tenders to the Norwegian State Railways, 
together with samples of the cloth required. ‘These may be seen 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, H.C. 

Note.—Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of 
from 10 to 15 per cent. is given to Norwegian manufacturers. 

In all cases of Norwegian Government contracts it is obligatory 
that a resident agent should act for tenderers not residing in 
Norway, and be responsible to the Government, but it is not 
necessary for the agent to be a Norwegian firm. 





DENMARK. 

H.M. Consul at Aarhus (Mr. G. F. Stark) reports that the harbour 

authorities there invite tenders for the supply 
Boltsand Cement. of about 60 tons of bolts and 16,500 tons of 

cement, to be delivered in accordance with 
conditions, drawings, &c., which may be obtained on application 
at the Harbour Engineer’s Office (“‘ Havneingeniorens Kontor”), 
at which office tenders will be received up to 3 p.m. on the 23rd 
June. A copy of the conditions (in Danish) and drawings may 
be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The British Vice-Consul at Aalborg (Mr. W. F. Godbey) reports 
:, that he has received a request for the names 

Cotton Curtains, OF frst class exporting manufacturers of cotton 
Cloth and Tweed, curtains, cloth and tweed, and woollen yarns. 
and Woollen = Communications from British manufacturers 
Yarns. should be addressed to the British Vice-Consul, 


Aalborg, Denmark. 
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NETHERLANDS. 


H.M. Consul at Rotterdam (Mr. H. Turing) reports that tenders 

will be received by the Superintendent of the 

Gas Coal. Gas Works at Gouda up to the 21st June for 

the supply of about 6,400 tons of gas coal. 

Particulars are obtainable at the Company’s offices at Gouda ata 
cost of dd. o 





FRANCE. 
H.M. Consul at Cherbourg (Mr. M. E. Loftus) reports that the 


project for forming a deep-water harbour in 

Port Works. the front of the town at Cherbourg has been 

abandoned. On the other hand, a decree 

authorising the building of a cement quay on the south side of the 

commercial basin will shortly* be issued. The total cost of the 

work is estimated at 10,800/.: By the commencement of 1907 the 

outer commercial port and the approaches thereto are to be 

dredged and cleaned at a cost of 3,160/., which will be a great 
advantage to vessels, as it is much in want of deepening. 

Mr. Loftus adds that the erection of two steam cranes has been 
under consideration, and they will in all probability be put up on 
the two sides of the outer commercial port during the present year. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,599.) 


The British Vice-Consul at St. Malo (Hon. E. Henniker Major) 
Biscuits. Fish- writes with regard to the Newfoundland fishing 
nei Sin trade, in which most of the St. Malo population 
ougH are engaged during four or five months in the 
winter :—‘ I think it well to point out again that for this trade 
provisions, fish-hooks, &c., supplied for the ships do not pay duty 
provided the goods are warehoused here and put on board the 
vessels which are to use them during the season. A considerable 
business in biscuits is done by a firm at St. Servan, but I never 
see any biscuit of British manufacture, although the cases of 
‘American bread’ are to be seen; perhaps this matter might be 
worth the consideration of our prominent biscuit manufacturers, 
although it concerns only the cheapest of wares.” (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,599.) 








SPAIN. 

In his report for 1905, H.M. Consul-General at Bilbao (Mr. C. G. 
Wood) points out, in view of the fact that 
enquiries are often made from England and 
Ireland as to the possibilities of the trade in 

ch ay got preserved fish, smoked or salt herrings, &c., 

Tinned Fish. ‘that very little use is made in the Bilbao 
district of such fish, although small parcels are occasionally 
imported. 


Small Demand 
at Bilbao for 





* Report received at Foreign Office, 30th April, 1906. 
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SPAIN—continued. 
With regard to electric lighting in the district, Mr. Wood states 
that there is now hardly a town or even a 
village, especially when situated in the vicinity 
Plant and 
of running water, where electric light is not 

Electric Motors. | ..4 

A great use has been made during the year of electric motors 
for small industries and workshops, these replacing in many cases 
small steam engines. 


Electric Power 


In connection with agriculture, Mr. Wood says that the use of 
artificial dressings has considerably augmented, 


Hs oer weed especially in Castile and Navarre. Superphos- 
rs . phates, phosphoric slag, salts of potash, nitrate 


of soda, and sulphate of ammonia are most in 
demand. [See also notice on p. 490. | 
The Provincial Deputation of Guipuzcoa employs an expert who 
gives evening lectures at various places upon the latest inventions 
and improvements in all matters appertaining to agriculture. 
Many advanced farmers have formed syndicates for the purchase 
in common of agricultural implements. 


The British Vice-Consul at San Sebastian (Major Nutt) writes :-— 
‘There is, I think, a demand for good British 


ere a ironmongery and locksmith’s work. All cata- 
arronery, 4N@ logues should be made out in Spanish. There 
Haberdashery. vad 


is also, I believe, a demand for British stationery 
of all sorts, and for haberdasher’s goods.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,590.) 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 29th May contains a notice authorising 

the ‘Sociedad Minas de Teverga” to construct a 

Railway Plant. narrow gauge railway between Santianes and 
Perihuela. 


The ‘‘ Gaceta” of 30th May contains copy of a Decree authorising 

leviention the Minister of Fomento to appoint a Commission 

to draw up a scheme for the construction of the 

Weems. Lodosa Canal, which is destined to irrigate 

20,000 hectares of land in the provinces of Logrofio, Navarra and 
Zaragoza. 


The same issue of the ‘‘Gaceta” contains a notice inviting tenders, 
Electric which will be opened thirty days after publica- 
Lichtine Plant tion, at the ‘“‘ Casa Consistorial,” Gibraléon, for 
itt * the electric lighting of that town, at the upset 
price of 4,971 pesetas (about 183/) per annum, in accordance with 
conditions set forth in the ‘‘ Gaceta.” A deposit of 273 pesetas 
(about 107) is required to qualify any tender. 


The “Gacetas” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 
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ITALY, 


The “Gazzetta Ufficiale” of 25th May contains copy of a Law 
Railway Plant authorising the ‘“‘Societé Veneta” to construct 
‘and work a steam railway between Carnia and 

Villa Santina. 


The “Gazzetta” of 29th May contains copy of a Law authorising 
the “ Societé Romana Tramways-omnibus ” to 


——— double the existing electric tramway line be- 
: tween the “via Nazionale” and the “ viale 
‘* Manzoni.” 





ITAL Y—SICILY; 


The British Vice-Consul at Catania (Mr. A. W. Elford) reports 
that the mole wall of the outer harbour at that 
Harbour Works. port has been completed and a new quay has 
been constructed to the eastward of the inner 
harbour. These works have cost about 60,000/., and a further 
sum of 128,000/. has been voted by the Italian Government for 
completing the harbour improvements, viz. :— 

(a) For making a new mole which will protect the harbour from 
the southward, and will prevent the heavy swell setting into the 
harbour during the prevalence of heavy weather from the south- 
east, 

(b) For broadening the present quays on the eastern side of the 
outer harbour. 

(c) For making a new quay opposite the Custom-house which 
will improve the facilities for landing goods. 

(d) For broadening the quay to the east of the old port or inner 
harbour. 

Mr. Elford adds that the municipality which contributes to the 
cost has made a financial arrangement with one of the local banks 
in order to hasten the completion of the work. (foreign Office, 
Annual Serves, 3,595.) 


In the same report Mr. Elford states that the Nicosia-Paterno 
Licht Railwa Light Railway is one of the first light railways 
nate ne which will be constructed. The length of the 

line will be 86 kilos., and there will be a 


junction with the Circumetnea Railway at Paterno Station. 





OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


The following particulars of the leather trade of Constantinople are 
taken from the ‘‘ Revue Commerciale du Levant”: 

Leather. During the last ten years the tanning indus- 

try of Turkey has shown great progress, in 

respect of both quality and quantity of production. Nevertheless, 

















June 7, 1906; ] THE BOARD OF ‘TRADE JOURNAL. 455 





Openings for British: Trade. 





the sale of foreign leather has not diminished, the annual amount 
disposed of being estimated at more than 400,000/.; this figure 
includes a certain quantity of leather consigned to South Bulgaria 
via Constantinople. The value of the home production and of the 
imports from the Archipelago and from Egypt exceeds the above- 
named sum. 

Sole leather is imported into Turkey in bundles varying in 
weight from 5 to 10 kilogs., but averaging about 7 or 74 kilogs. 
This leather is always hammered as the bad condition of the roads 
necessitates the use of solid soles. About 400,000 bundles of 
foreign sole leather are imported every year. Eleven years ago 
France and Italy divided this trade, the former country sending all 
the superior quality leather imported, amounting to 45 per cent. of 
the total, and the latter furnishing all the ordinary leather. At the 
present time France still holds her own and supplies 45 per cent. of 
imports, but Italy only sends 5 per cent, while Belgium sends 30 
per cent., and Hungary 20 per cent. 

Box calf is greatly in demand for uppers. This at one time 
came almost entirely from the United States of America, but the 
leading German tanners brought over a number of foremen from 
America with a view to promoting the manufacture of this leather. 
Their efforts have been crowned with success, and the Germans 
now control the Turkish market, only a small quantity of box calf 
being sent from the United States. Patent leather is also largely 
worn by the natives, both for boots and goloshes; eight-tenths of 
the imports of this leather comes from Germany. 

In the last eight or ten years large quantities of sole leather 
waste from European boot factories have been imported, the annual 
import averaging 100,000 kilogs., at prices ranging from 10 to 40 
centimes per kilog. This is used for making heels, and is much 
appreciated in Constantinople, as most of the shoemakers are 
employed on piecework, and time has no great value. Most of this 
waste comes from Germany, but the United Kingdom furnishes a 
small quantity. 





MOROCCO. 

In his report on the trade of Tangier, the British Vice-Consul at 
that port (Mr. E. W. Smith) draws the atten- 
tion of British manufacturers to the large 
and increasing demand there for cement and 
building materials of all descriptions. ‘The reason of the increase 
in the importation last year of cement, bricks. and tiles, hardware 
and furniture is to be found in the great stimulus experienced in 
the building trade. The right of foreigners to acquire land having 
been confirmed by the Powers represented at the Algeciras Con- 
ference, the demand for building material of all descriptions, as 
well as for furniture, will, in Mr. Smith’s opinion, increase 
considerably. 


Building Material 
and Furniture. 
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MOROCCO—continued. 


Trade in furniture has increased from 9,752l.in 1904 to 12,8871, 
in 1905, and there is every prospect of further expansion owing to 
the growing European population; the furniture required is of a 
cheap and light description. 


The demand for stationery in all its branches is, says Mr. Smith, 
increasing, and British manufacturers of writing 
Stationery. paper, note and account books, should be able 

to obtain a large share of this trade. 


The increased importation of wines and spirits last year was 
caused by the steady growth of the European 


< or ln - population. lor the same reason the demand © 
PITTS, MTOCETIES. for groceries of all kinds is bound to increase. 
Tools, &c. See notice on p. 463. 


With regard to cottons, hardware and cioth, Mr. Smith writes :— 
‘‘The decrease noticeable in the importation of British cottons is 
partly due to the absence of the British Indian 
Cotton Goods. salempores; these articles are now being 
imported from France, originating in the 

French Indian possessions. 


‘The import of British hardware fell 15 per cent. during the year, 
the British percentage being absorbed by 
Hardware. Belgium and France, from which two countries 
steel and iron girders and ironmongery of all 

descriptions were imported in large quantities. 


‘“‘Tt is satisfactory to note that the imports of British cloth into 

this district have risen from 8 per cent. in 

Cloth. 1904 to 16 per cent. in 1905, and British 

manufacturers might capture the bulk of the 

Morocco trade in this article.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,097.) 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul at Boston (Captain W. Wyndham) reports that there 
is a good market in Boston for Irish linens, 

Irish Linens. and the trade in this class of article is reported 
very good. ‘The importations are made for the 

greater part through New York as there is no line of steamers to 
Boston from any Irish port, the White Star and Cunard lines 
calling at Queenstown for passengers only. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 

The supply of whisky, says Captain Wyndham, is quite up to the 
demand, which is, however, increasing. Scotch 

Whisky and Gin. whisky is more generally used than Jrish and 
is more largely advertised. There are cheap 

whiskies now on the market that do not come up to the standard 

of quality of the leading brands. There is a fairly good sale for 

dry English gin, which is in some degree replacing the poorer 

class of whisky as a drink. 


Although no details are obtainable as to the quantities of crockery 
Crockery and and glass imported from the United Kingdom 
Glass and sold in Boston, Captain Wyndham has 
ascertained that for fine British crockery there 
is a good market, and such as “ Winton,” “ Wedgewood,” “‘ Cope- 
land,” ‘ Cauldon,” ‘* Ridgeway,” and “ Royal Worcester ” sell well 
and are imported to a considerable extent. For the cheaper class 
of goods of this sort there is no market. 
Fine glassware also sells well. The same remark as to the 
ordinary qualities applies as in the case of crockery. (Loreigqu 
Office, Annual Series, 3,598.) 





MEXICO. 


The Mexican “ Diario Oficial” of 4th May notifies an application 

Hydro-clectric by Sefior Juliin Castrillo, of San Salvador El 

Plant Verde, District of Huetjotzingo, State of Puebla, 

for an appropriation of 1,000 litres of water per 

second from the River Frio, in the above-named district, for the 
production of motive power. 

The “ Diario” of 5th May notifies an application by Sefior Juan 
de Velasco, of 4, Calle del Costado de la Iglesia de San Pedro, 
Mexico City, for an appropriation of 1,500 litres per second from 
the River Cantarranas, District of Atlixco, State of Mexico, for 
the same purpose. 

The “ Diario” of 12th May notifies an application by Seiior F. 
KE. Yoakum, of Toro, State of Sinaloa, for the appropriation of 
1,500 litres per second from the River Fuerte, at a point situated 
near the above-named town, for the production of power for gold 
refining. The “ Diario” of 14th May contains copy of a Law 
granting the Yaqui Copper Company an appropriation of from 
6,000 to 12,000 litres of water per second from the river Yaqui, 
at a point situated in the District of Ures, State of Sonora, for the 
production of motive power. 

The same issue of the ‘ Diario” notifies an application by 
Sefior Pedro M. del Pass, of 1, calle Tiburcio, Mexico City, for an 
appropriation of 6,000 litres of water per second from the river 
Chinipas, State of Sinaloa, for the production of motive power. 
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MEXICO—continued. 


The ‘“ Diario” of 15th May contains copy of a concession granted 

to Mr. Oliver O. Howard, Jr., for the construc- 

Railway Plant. tion and working of a railway (1°435 metre 

- gauge) from Ramones, on the Monterrey and 

Matamoros Railway, to the Sierra de Cerralvo. Five years is 

allowed for the free importation of materials specified in Article 74 
of the Railway Law. 





CUBA: 


The Cuban ‘“ Gaceta Oficial” of 15th May contains copy of a Law 
sanctioning the expenditure of 10,608 dols. 
on the purchase and installation of steam 
laundry machinery in the State Penitentiary. 


Steam Laundry 
Machinery. 





CHILE. 


The Chilean ‘‘ Diario Oficial”? of 12th April contains copy of a 
Decree authorising Don Roberto L. Beausire, 
Electrical Plant. President of the ‘‘ Sociedad Fabrico de Sacos,” 
to supply the town of Llai Llai and its vicinity 
with electric light and motive power. 





BOLIVIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at; Oruro (Mr. J. Ramsay Smith) reports 
, that one of the great difficulties in mining on 
age enw Gas the Bolivian tableland is the want of + nen 
nemre: motive power. Permanent water power is not 
generally available to any extent; coal is too expensive and the 
native fuels are getting scarce. A solution appears to have been 
found to some extent in the employment of anthracite gas engines. 
Makers of this class of gas plant should, says the Vice-Consul, give 
attention to the effect of altitude on the efficiency of gas engines 
for countries such as Bolivia, where work is carried on at an altitude 
of from 12,000 to 14,000 feet. The gas engines in use at Oruro 
give about a 70 per cent. efficiency, using about 1°5 lb. of anthracite 
per horse-power hour. ‘These are the figures for plants near the 
Antofagasta railway. For mines at a distance the added cost of 
transporting the anthracite largely increases the cost. Hence the 
possibility of reducing the fuel consumption, even by a fractional 
amount, is of supreme importance. 

There i is little doubt, adds Mr. Smith, that in the next few years 
many more and larger ‘plants of the class under discussion will be 
erected and the consumption should not exceed 1} lb. per horse- 
power hour. 
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BOLI VI1A—continued. 


With regard to electric power Mr. Smith states that on the 
, eastern and north-eastern flanks of the great 
— —— Bolivian tableland the rivers that form the 
nnn head waters of the Amazon and River Plate 
systems offer great possibilities for the generation and trans- 
mission of this power. ‘To be of service in the principal mining 
centres this would mean transmission over a distance varying 
from 50 to 120 miles. At the present moment considerable 
interest is being shown in this, and one survey of the rivers and 
possible consumption of the power has been made. According to 
this survey it is estimated that many thousands of horse-power 
are available and that for mines in the Oruro district the cost 
would be much less than that of the power at present in use. 

One company has already a hydro-electric transmission of 
some 2,000 horse-power over 78 kiloms., but this is an exceptional 
case. As far as is known British companies have not paid any 
attention to this matter, but some foreign companies are interested. 

Mr. Smith adds :—‘ It is not sufficient to send catalogues: 
competent technical representatives who can supply approximate 
estimates and all necessary information might with advantage 
visit the country.” 


According to Mr. Smith’s report, the machinery of most interest at 

Oruro at present is the various classes of gas- 

Machinery. producer and oil motors, machines for the 

magnetic separation of ores such as tin, pyrites, 

blende and galena, rock-boring machines, electric machinery for 

power transmission and lighting, electric mine hoists, &c., and ore 
concentrating machines. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,600.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Sucre (Mr. E. F. Moore) calls 
attention to a possible opening for British 
enterprise in the direction of establishing a 
system of motor cars for transport purposes 
between Potosi and Uyuni, and _ between 
Sucre and Potosi. The roads, says Mr. Moore, would need a 
considerable sum to reconstruct them on ‘a firm and permanent 
foundation, but would then need very little additional outlay to 
keep them in order all'the year round. The question of fuel 
would require some special study. JBritish coal costs about 
147. per ton at the Uyuni railway station. Petroleum exists in 
the country, but it has not been worked as,yet for commercial 
ends. Coalfields have also been found in the department of 
Tarija, almost on the boundary line of Argentina. (foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,600.) 


Motor Cars for 
Transport 
Purposes. 
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FORTHCOMING EXHIBITION. 


SWEDEN. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
pon wee copy of an extract from the programme of the 

pncmpenetilg General Swedish Agricultural Meeting to be 

Exhibition. held at Norrkoping from the 2nd to the 8th 
July next. These meetings, which embrace the whole country, 
are held every fifth year. Medals, diplomas, and prizes in 
money to a total amount of about 70,000 kronor, will be distributed 
for the best exhibits. The exhibition will comprise the following 
sections, viz.: (1) Horses, cattle, sheep, swine, poultry, and bees ; 
(2) Machines and implements ; (3) Products of agriculture and 
its by-trades ; (4) Dairy-farming ; (5) Forestry ; (6) Gardening 
(7) Pisciculture ; ; (8) Scientific means of promoting agriculture 
Further information may be obtained from the Secretary’s Office, 
Hérngatan 8, Norrképing. 





COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE. 


The President of the Board of Trade has appointed Mr. G. H. 
Cox, of Liverpool, to be a member of the Advisory Committee on 
Commercial Intelligence. 





WARNING TO EXPORTERS TO URUMIA. 


A communication from a trustworthy source has reached the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade conveying 
a warning regarding dealings with a certain firm at Urumia, near 
Tabreez. Further information will be given to any British firms 
who may have been in communication with Urumia with a view to 
opening up business there, on personal application to the Principal 
of the Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Constantinople—H.M. Consul at Constantinople (Mr. A. T. 
Waugh) makes the following remarks with reference to the 
extension of trade in his district:—“‘ On the Constantinople 
market, probably more than on any market in Europe, the prin- 
cipal factor in security of trade is the honesty, energy, and capacity 
of the agent. A good agent will be as cautious in giving credit 
for his principal’s account as he would: for hisown. No order 
should be booked on credit terms if the customer is a new one, 
unless the agent has personally made the most searching enquiries 
as to the reputation of the customer, length of time in business, 
and stock in hand. No second consignment should be delivered 
whilst a first is still unpaid for. There are many traders working 
upon this market with small means, but who may be quite honest, 
to whom it may be expedient to grant an extension occasionally on 
a matured bill, but no additional goods should be given. I men- 
tion this because it is not an uncommon practice for foreign 
shippers to extend fora consideration . . . <A very good plan, 
if the agent’s commercial position will permit it, is to work on 
‘del credere” or half ‘‘del credere” terms. For full terms I under- 
stand the commission is doubled. This practice is not usual on 
this market; it would be well if it were, as it would ensure greater 
care on the part of the agent in booking the order. Another 
method is to give the customer the largest possible discount for 
cash against bill of lading, to induce him to pay cash. There is a 
large volume of profitable business to be done on this market ; if 
British houses do not take it, others will, even with a certain 
risk,” 


Persia.—The British Vice-Consul at Bushire (Mr. H. Richards) 
reports that there is an opening for a good all-round general com- 
mercial traveller in Persia. He should be young and energetic, 
capable of travelling in a country where mules and horses are 
practically the only means of conveyance from one place to 
another; the more languages he can converse and correspond in 
the better, French being essential ; and he should be prepared to 
deal in all classes of goods, both big and small. There must be a 
hundred and one miscellaneous articles manufactured in the United 
Kingdom, which, if properly shown, would be purchased both by 
the European and native population, and it must not be forgotten 
that the latter consists ofa certain percentage of Armenians, besides 
Mohammedans, although they, in most cases, do not belong to the 
wealthy classes. 

A traveller would find it to his advantage to study the peculi- 
arities of the natives with regard to their wants and habits, and 
would very soon learn what he could sell and what he could not. 
He must remember that in the matter of big sales trade is only 
done on the credit system when dealing with the middleman, but 
with the actual consumer and smaller merchants only credit on a 
very small scale, if at all, need be given. (Foreign Office, Annual 


Serves, 3,581.) 
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British Trade Abroad. 





Siberia—H.M. Consul at St. Petersburg (Mr. J. O. Wardrop) 
reports that Siberia was greatly enriched by the military traffic 
during the war in the Far East, and the closing of the railway for 
ordinary gcods kept a great deal of money in the country. ‘There 
is now, he says, an extraordinary demand for manufactured goods 
of all kinds—ready-made clothing, vehicles, guns and ammunition, 
implements, etc. British preserved foods find a ready sale at good 
prices in the most remote districts. Omsk is becoming a great 
trading centre. The railway is rapidly destroying the importance 
of the fairs at Irbit and other places. (oreiqn Office, Annual 
Series, 3,584.) 


Wuchow.—In his report for 1905, the Acting British Consul 
at Wuchow (Mr. F. E. Wilkinson) writes :— 

“T regret that I have no openings to suggest for British trade. 
There are many cheap novelties advertised in the trade journals 
sent to this Consulate for which a market of a kind undoubtedly 





‘exists here, but the difficulty is that there are no foreign firms at 


Wuchow engaged in the import business to whose attention [ 
could bring them. As I pointed out in my last report, it is from 
Hong Kong, with which the foreign trade of the port is entirely 
carried on, that Wuchow obtains its supplies of foreign goods, and 
it is impossible for the Consul here, under the existing conditions, 
to be of any assistance to manufacturers at home in placing their 
products on the market. 

‘‘ Asthe great industrial advance that is reported to be taking 

place in China is bringing an unusual number of catalogues of 
machinery to this Consulate, I may mention too that Wuchow 
and its hinterland have not, as yet, been affected by the movement, 
and that there is no demand here for machinery of any kind. 
At the same time there can be no doubt that eventualiy railways 
will be built in this province, and its mineral and other resources 
exploited. When that time comes, British manufacturers who 
are properly represented in this country will have every chance of 
supplying their share of whatever machinery happens to be re- 
quired, but, in the meanwhile, it is pure waste of money to send 
costly catalogues to this office. 

“Though the Kwangsi province was more tranquil during the 
year under review than at any period since Wuchow was first 
opened to foreign trade, the conditions are still such as to afford 
little inducement to business meh to invest capital in any schemes 
for the development of its undoubted resources. It appears to me, 
however, that the foreign trade of the province has by now become 
sufficiently valuable to make it well worth the while of some British 
firm of good standing at Hong Kong to open a branch at this port — 
and engage directly in the import and export business, instead of 
leaving it, as has been the case so far, in the hands of a few 
Chinese firms in the colony. 
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“Such a firm will apparently have so many advantages over the 
native firms with which it’ competes that, while greatly benefiting 
its import trade, it will also be able to lay down produce for export 
at Hong Kong at lower cost than these firms are able todo. The 
latter are greatly handicapped and their enterprise restricted by 
lack of capital, of which a certain amount is needed to engage in 
the business. ‘The native banks, to which they are obliged to have 
recourse for the advances they require, charge very heavy rates of 
interest, usually from 12 to 36 percent. . . . It is essential, 
however, in my opinion, that the representative of any British 
firm that opens a branch at this port should not only be a good 
business man but have sufficient knowledge of Chinese to be able 
to discuss business directly with his customers, otherwise he can- 
not avoid being to a great extent in the hands of his Chinese staff, 
whose interests are not always the interests of their employers. 
Before starting business it would, of course, be necessary for the 
representative of the firm to make a thorough study of local con- 


ditions and the resources of the province, a precaution generally 
neglected.” (Foreign Cffice, Annual Series, 3,588.) 


Egypt.—In the course of a memorandum respecting Government 
contracts in Egypt, the Financial Adviser to the Egyptian 
Government (Sir Vincent Corbett, K.C.V.O.), writes :— 

‘‘T would point out that if British firms wish to have their fair 
share of Egyptian business, they must do what foreign business 
houses do, namely, have thoroughly competent agents and corre- 
spondents on the spot.” No instructions to Consuls as to sending 
early notice of contracts open to tender, however well carried out, 
can, in Sir V. Corbett’s opinion, make up for the want of a good 
local agent. 


Tangier.—The British Vice-Consul at Tangier (Mr. E. W. Smith) 
remarks, in his recent report, that with the favourable result of the 
Algeciras Conference it is to be hoped a new era will begin for 
industry of all kinds. Harbours and breakwaters must be built; 
perhaps at no distant date roads may have to be made. ‘There is 
sure to be a great demand for tools of all sorts and descriptions, 
and all the many conveniences required for a modern town will be 
in demand if, at any rate, the more important of the coast ports are 
to be modernised. British firms might find it worth their while to 
send out from time to time expert travellers who can see for them- 
selves the possible openings of the future. 

The British Vice-Consul at Laraiche (Mr. L. Ford) reports that 
the United Kingdom, except for its cotton goods, tea and candles, 
seems to be losing ground in Morocco as regards articles of home 
manufacture, whereas German, and of late, Austro-Hungarian and 
Italian traders, are constantly making enquiries and sending samples 
of everything which by any possibility might be placed on the 
markets, such as cheap cutlery, locks, hinges, general brassware, 
enamelled ware, &c. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,597.) 
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NOTICES UNDER THE WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
ACT, 1904. 


The following are copies of Notices (Nos. 30, 31 and 32) giving 
the results of the examination and testing cf certain patterns 
of weighing instruments, &c., for use in trade, which have been 
submitted to the Board of Trade under the provisions of Section 6 
of the Weights and Measures Act, 1904 :— 
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ONE-SIXTEENTH FULL SIZE. 


A.—Suspension rod connected to transfer lever (platform, body levers, &c., not 
shown in sketch). 

B.—Brass paddle. 

C.—Water box. 

The Board of Trade have examined and tested a pattern of a 
weighing instrument of the form herewith shown, known as a 
compound lever automatic weighing machine, of the maximum 
capacity of 15 cwt., submitted to the Department under the 
provisions of Section 6 of the above Act, and have issued a 
certificate that the pattern is not such as to facilitate the per- 
petration of fraud, when used for pit bank weighing. 
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ONE-QUARTER FULL SIZE, 


‘The Board of Trade have examined and tested a pattern of a 
weighing instrument of the form herewith shown, known as a 
bob-up or lever coal weighing machine, submitted to the Depart- 
ment under the provisions of Section 6 of the above Act, and have 
issued a certificate that the pattern is not such as to facilitate the 
perpetration of fraud. In this machine the relieving gear cannot 
be operated so as to effect the movement of the steelyard. 
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ONE-FIFTH FULL SIZE, 


The Board of Trade have examined and tested a pattern of a 
weighing instrument arranged to weigh from 0 to 700 Ib. by 4 lb., 
and described as a steelyard for weighing casks, of the form here- 
with shown, submitted to the Department under the provisions of 
Section 6 of the above Act, but, as the result of the examination 
was not satisfactory, the Board have declined to issue a certificate 
of approval. 
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NEW TURKISH MINING LAW. 


A* copy has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Foreign Office, of the new Turkish Mining Law, which has been 
sanctioned by Imperial Iradé. An important feature of the new 
Law is the provision made under Article 10 in respect of permits 
for prospecting (“‘ permis de recherches”). Requests for such 
permits must be made to the Governor-General of the Province 
concerned, and, if granted by him, the permit must subsequently 
be submitted to the Department of Mines and Forests, which 
Department must either approve it, or submit reasons for not 
approving it to the Sublime Porte, within four months. In the 
latter case, the matter must be decided by the State Council or 
Council of Ministers within a further four months. It is also 
provided that all these formalities must be completed within a 
maximum period of eight months, and that if the person applying 
for a permit has not received within that period notice of the grant 
or rejection of his application, he is to be at liberty to commence 
prospecting. A duty of £T3 to £T5 will be levied on the permits, 
and a further tax of £T5 to £T15, according to the extent of the 
ground to be examined (Article 19). 


Provisions are also laid down in the Law (Article 33, seqq.) in 
respect of the formalities to be complied with by persons, who 
after concluding their prospecting operations, apply for mining 
concessions. It is expressly provided that all the conditions and 
formalities relative to such applications are to be completed, and 
the Imperial Firman granting the concession issued, within a 
period of one year (Article 39). When the concession has been 
granted, a duty is payable of from £T50 to £T 200, according to 
the richness and importance of the mine (Article 47). The 
following royalties are also payable (Articles 48-50) :—(1) A fixed 
annual charge of 10 piastres per djérib (10,000 square metres), 
including both surface and perpendicular measurement; and (2) 
an ad valorem charge of 1-5 per cent. on the products of mines 
worked by pits and galleries, and of 10-20 per cent. in the case of 
mines where the products are found in the mass instead of in 
seams. 


The full text of the Law (in French) can be seen at the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghuall Street, E.C. 
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COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
OF EGYPT. 


The following particulars, which illustrate the commercial and 
industrial development of Egypt in recent years, are based on 
information contained in the official trade statistics of that 
country, and in Lord Cromer’s report for the year 1905 [Cd. 2,847. ] 

Trade.—T'aking first the imports into Egypt, the following 
table, the figures in which have been taken from the official report 
of the Egyptian Customs, shows the value of merchandise 
(excluding tobacco, tombac, and cigars) imported from the United 
Kingdom and British Possessions, France, Turkey, <Austria- 
Hungary, Germany, Italy, Russia, Belgium, and other countries 


in each of the years 1901-1905 inclusive :— 


Imports of Merchandise into Egypt (excluding Tobacco, 
Tombac, and Cigars). 





























From— 1901. 1902, 1903. 1904, 1905. 
i EH. | 4H. £K. #1. #E. 
United Kingdom .| 5,563,000 | 5,442,000 | 5,914,000 | 6,985,000 | 6,923,000 
3ritish Possessions in 
the Mediterranean 124,000 100,000 132,000 234,000 218,000 
British Possessions in 
the East 882,000 794,000 817,000 968,000 892,000 
Turkey da ...| 1,855,000 | 1,683,000 | 2,007,000 | 2,432,000 | 2,673,000 
France and _ “French 
Possessions in the 
Mediterranean 1,406,000 | 1,361,000 | 1,688,000 | 1,949,000 | 2,322,000 
Austria- "leas 966,000 | 1,087,000 | 1,164,000 | 1,421,000 | 1,470,000 
Belgium . .| 498,000 471,000 524,000 747,000 827,000 
Italy .| 801,000 805,000 891,000 | 1,166,00€ | 1,131,000 
Russia .| 612,000 | 553,000 | 606,000 | 750,000 | 739,000 
Germany .| 530,000 580,000 742,000 | 1,019,000 948,000 
America ... ai ...| 815,000 196,000 238,000 283,000 487,000 
Other countries and 
Parcel Post ... 1,097,000 | 1,139,000 | 1,424,000 | 1,935,000 | 2,247,000 
Total ../14,649,000 |14,211,000 |16,147,000 |19,889,000 |20,877,000 








NoTe.—£E=11, 0s. 64d. (sterling). 


The following table shows the figures of imports from the 
United Kingdom and France under each of the principal categories 
of goods for the years 1901 and 1905 :— 


Principal Categories of Articles Imported into Egypt from 
the United Kingdom and France. 











From From France 
United Kingdom. and Algeria. 
| 
1901. 1905. 1901. 1905. 
£E. £E. £K. £E. 
Articles of the textile industry | 2,951,000 | 3,586,000 289,000 475,000 
Wood and manufactures of,and.coal) 1,008,000 965,000 50,000 95,000 
Metals and metal manufactures 918,000 | 1,490,000 135,000 285,000 
Spirits, beverages and oils ... 133,000 142,000 130,000 182,000 
EKarthenware, glassware, cement, &e. 88,000 70,000 75,000 91,000 
Cereals, flours, vegetables, &c. est 83,000 63,000 376,000 717,000 
Colonial produce and drugs... 54,000 84,000 48,000 34,000 























THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


468 [June 7, 1906, 





Commercial and Industrial Development of Egypt. 





With regard to the export trade, the following table shows the 
value of the exports of merchandise from Egypt in each of the 
years 1901-1905, distinguishing principal countries of destina- 
tion :— 


Exports of Merchandise from Egypt (excluding Cigarettes). 





































































To— 1901. 1902. 1903. 1904. 1905. 
£E. SE. £E. £E. £E. 
United Kingdom | 8,014,000 | 9,215,000 10,085,000 |10,900,000 |10,557,000 
British Possessions in the | 
Mediterranean re 7,000 4.000 | 4,000 4,000 7,000 
British Possessions in the 
East ‘te - 107,000 90,000 | 198,000 160,000 207,000 
France and _ French 
Possessions in the 
Mediterranean 1,263,000 | 1,381,000 | 1,679,000 | 1,613,000 | 1,684,000 
America ... ...| 1,016,000 | 1,178,000 | 926,000 | 689,000 | 1,252,000 
Russia .| 1,743,000 | 1,484,000 | 1,247,000 | 1,340,000 | 1,043,000 
Germany 778,000 | 1,194,000 | 1,348,000 | 1,556,000 | 1,443,000 
Austria-Hungary 628,000 708,000 885,000 901,000 950,000 
Italy may eas 550,000 635,000 713,000 957,000 624,000 
Switzerland 588,000 595,000 773,000 763,000 763,000 
Spain... 455,000 | 450,000 | 479,000] 509,000 | 397,000 
Turkey ... ee 313,000 322,000 327,000 399,000 420,000 
Other Countries 268,000 261,000 452,000 525,000 459,000 
Total ..(15,730,000 |17,617,000 19,116,000 20,316,000 |19,806,000 





NoTE.—£E= £1 Os. 63d. (sterling). 


In 1901 the United Kingdom held 50:9 per cent. of the _ 
export trade of Egypt; in 1902 her share was 52°3 per cent. ; 
1903, 52°7 per cent.; in 1904, 53°6 per cent.; and in 1905, 33.3 
per cent. The principal articles exported from Egypt are raw 
cotton, cotton-seed, and sugar. 


Railways.— With regard to the Egyptian railways, Lord Cromer 
states in his annual report that the net earnings of 1905 were 
£E 268,000 in excess of those in 1902. This represents about 
14 per cent. on the capital laid out during the four years under 
consideration, the total of which amounts to £4 1,860,000. With 
these figures in hand Lord Cromer does not think there need be 
any fear in continuing the expenditure of capital in order to 
improve and extend the Egyptian railways. 

When, some three years ago, the navigation dues on the Nile 
were abolished, it was clear that the-net earnings of the railways 
from goods trafic would diminish. The Railway Administration, 
therefore, did all that was possible to recoup itself by developing 
its passenger traffic. Its efforts have been very successful. The 
number of passengers carried by the railways in 1903 was 
14,952,000 ; in 1904, 17,725,000; and in 1905, 20,014,000. The 
receipts from passenger traffic rose from £E 996,000 in 1903 to 
£E 1,188,000 in 1904, and to £E 1,313,000 in 1905. 
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Regarding Light Railways, Lord Cromer’s report states that there 
are now 1,145 kiloms. of light railways in Egypt. Mr. Gunn, the 
Government Inspector, gives a satisfactory report of the workings 
of two of the light railway systems last year, namely, the Delta 
Company and the Basse~-Egypte Company. His report upon the 
Fayoum Light Railway Company is, however, still unfavourable. 

As regards the first two, he states that although the passenger 
and goods traffic are steady and show but a slight increase over 
1904, there is a marked advancement in the districts which these 
lines serve. The demand for building materials in the villages is 
constantly increasing, and the value of land in the vicinity of the 
railway has risen considerably. 

As the agricultural roads—owing to their not being metalled— 
are not available for traffic at all seasons of the year, the light 
railways are yearly becoming more used for communications 
between the agricultural districts and the provincial centres. 
So far there appears to be plenty of scope for both the Govern- 
ment railways and the light lines. All of them are working up 
to their full limit of rolling stock. Boats on the navigable water- 
ways are also doing a large business. 

General—The progress of Egypt’s commercial development in 
the last twenty years has been most marked. In spite of a great 
fall in prices, the value of the imports has increased from about 
£E 9,000,000 in 1885 to nearly £E 21,000,000 in 1905. During 
the same period, the value of the exports has grown from about 
£K 11,000,000 to nearly £E 20,000,000. The cotton crop, which, 
twenty years ago, generally amounted to between 2,500,000 and 
3,000,000 cantars*, now varies from 5,500,000 to 6,500,000 cantars. 

In spite of the large reductions of taxation which have taken 
place of late years the revenue of 1905, amounting to £E 14,813,000, 
was the largest amount ever collected inone year. The expenditure 
amounted to £E 12,125,000. There was, therefore, a surplus of 
£E 2,688,000. 

The estimates for the present year, after allowing for a reduction 
of taxation estimated to involve a loss of £K 332,000, have been 
taken at £E 13,500,000, and the expenditure at £E 15,000,000, 
thus leaving an estimated surplus of £E 500,000. , 

The great wealth of Egypt lies in her agricultural resources— 
cotton, oil seeds, sugar and other crops. These, in turn, depend 
on the Nile flood. With the Nile regulated and controlled by the 
immense system of reservoirs and dams, with a fellaheen freed 
from excessive taxation, and with a network of light railways 
rendering the produce of the country accessible to foreign markets, 
the prosperity of Egypt is placed on a more solid basis than in 


the past. 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


JAPAN. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 166 of the 
‘“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 26th April, 
and page 213 of the “Journal” for the 3rd 
May on the subject of the revision of the 
Japanese Customs Tariff,-the Board of rade have now received, 
through the Foreign Office, copy of a translation of the proposed 
new Tariff and Tariff law which has been revised by H.M. 
Embassy at Tokio. Under an Imperial Ordinance of 30th March, 
1906, the new Customs Tariff law is to come into force on ist 
October next. 

It is proposed to publish a translation of the Tariff law and 
accompanying Tariff, with a comparison with the rates at present 
in force, as a supplement to the issue of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 14th June next. 


Proposed New 
Customs Tariff. 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH, 


A copy of a Supplement (No. 67) to the Customs Tariff Guide, 
dated 10th April, 1906, has been received, giving 
Customs decisions relating to the rates of duties 
leviable on various articles imported into the 
Australian Commonwealth. 

The following are the principal decisions given :— 


Customs 
Decisions. 





ma Rates of Import 
Articles, and how classed. Duty. 





Bottles, combined stopper and with dropper— 


As glassware, nei. ... 20 % ad val. 
Camp sheet, cotton proofed with oil, lined with serge, ‘pocket 
at end— 
As apparel and attire and articles, n.e.i. ... > oo 


Fenders, hitched coir cork (for ships) covered with netted 
coir rope, filled with scrap cork— 


As cordage and twines, n.e.i. se 20 7: 
Hats and caps, motor cap (wool, knitted, with felt peak)— 
As hats and caps, sewn eon se “ eee ... | If peak sewn on, 


: 30 % ad val. 
Marzipan, powdered almonds with glucose in a form— 


As nuts, edible, n.e.i. 2d. per lb, 
Piasmon arrowroot, 7.¢., arrowroot, with casein in powdered 
condition — 
As oilmen’s stores, n.e.i. 15 % ad val, 


Scissors, of a cheap description, thinly plated in liew of 
polished, the former being the less expensive process— 
As cutlery, n.e.i. on sah ee sd ie ‘on 16% 
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Articles, and how classed. aoe seaport 
uty. 
*Soap, dog, medicated— | 
As soap, perfumed, toilet, &c. on oa nee 3d. per lb. 
*Soap, dog, not medicated and of a soft description— 
AS soap, 0.e@.i. ... ~~ _ ede obs vai eee re 
Tubes, copper, tinned— 
As copper tubes ane bad ope See ees vr Free. 
Vinegar, chili— 
As oilmen’s stores, n.e.i., acetic acid, or vinegar ... oe (15 % ad val., or’ as 
vinegar, whichever 
higher. 





* Revised decision. 





NEW ZEALAND. 
A copy of Commissioner’s Order (No. 801), dated 4th April, 1906, 


has been received, giving Customs decisions 
relating to the rates of duty leviable on various 
articles imported into New Zealand. 

The following are the principal decisions given :— 


Customs 
Decisions. 





? Rates of Import 
Articles, and how classed. Duty. 





Billiard-table cloth of felt— 


As drapery, 0.0.e. ee uae ate sen wae _ 20% ad. val. 
Ball-rings of copper— 
As hardware ... és ned an wie on ote ) ar 
Curtain-rings of brass— 
As hardware ... one eee ial oe ro one 20% - 
*Garden syringes of brass— , 
As hardware ... 20% on 
Iron domes, stamped, without rivet or bolt holes, for steam- 
cookers— 
As articles and materials suited only for ... ons ess Free. 
Iron plates, chequered— 
As iron plate ... ‘9 
Long-cloth, fired Egyptian, for manufacture of “ oilskin 
clothing— 
As calico ite oe bck bed 99 


Liniments made with methylated spirit— 
As spirits mixed with ingredients ... ova cee ... | 16s. the liquid gall. 


Machine, horse-docking— 


As surgical instruments and appliances ... beg _ Free. 
Speed-gear of oil-engine, if detachable— 

As machinery, n.0.e. ... bes ose ise e60 bee 20% ad. val. 
Siphons, metal, for gauges— 

As manufactures, n.o.e., of metal ... 207%, . 09 


Straw plait for hat and bonnet making, not “being hat or 
bonnet trimming— 


As articles and materials suited only for ... + oes Free. 
Veneers cut, not sawn, in small pieces suitable for backs of 
brushes— 
As articles and materials suited only for ... eee bes - 





aE 





—— 


* Revised decision. 
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SOUTH AFRICA. 


With reference to the preliminary notice which appeared on 
Date of Operation 412 of last week’s issue of the “ Board of 
sf Cantona Union Trade Journal” respecting the proposed changes 
Convention. 1906, 2 the rates of duty in the Customs Union 

, ‘ Convention provisionally agreed to by the 
representatives of the South African Colonies at a conference 
held at Pietermaritzburg in March, 1906, the Board of Trade 
have now received, through the Colonial Office, a copy of a 
cablegram from the South African High Commissioner stating 
that the duties imposed by the Convention will be levied as from 
25th May, 1906. 

The Convention has been issued as a Parliamentary Paper 
(Cd. 2,977 of 1906), and copies may be purchased either directly or 
through any bookseller from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, 
E.C. Price 23d. 





CAPE OF GOOD HOPE: 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette,” for 4th May last, 
contains a Notice which provides, under sec. 7 


ee nn of Act 5 of 1903, for the imposition (with effect 
sm from Ist April, 1906) of a special additional 


duty on sugars when imported into the Cape of 
Good Hope from Nicaragua, as follows :— 











Country. Kinds of Sugar. Ad tense uty 
Raw sugar... --. per 100 lbs. 12s. 6d. 
Nicaragua ... . 
Refined sugar... ” 12s. 5d. 

















BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 


The following extract is from a communication recently received 
from the British Vice-Consul at Chinde (Mr. S. 

Cums Sree of. Fletcher), and gives particulars aalaies 

ment at Chinde of 11, Customs treat t at Chinde of 

Gente ta Teeneit. , treatment at Chinde of goods in 
transit for British Central Africa :— 

“Goods destined for British Central Africa from any country ex- 
cept Portugal or her Colonies should be sent to the British Con- 
cession at Chinde, where they will be landed and re-embarked on 
river steamers for transport to their destination. These goods will 
not be dealt with in any way by the Portuguese customs authori- 
ties. They will pay 1s. per ton wharfage dues in the British 
Concession and, of course, any landing charges customary to the 
shipping companies. 
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“Goods coming from Portugal or her Colonies are not allowed 
to be sent direct to the British Concession. They must be passed 
through the Portuguese Custom house. There they will be.sub- 
ject to no duty whatever, being simply in transit, but must be 
cleared as such and the fee for each despatch (which may deal with 
any amount of goods as far as the size of the forms allows) is 200 
reis (equal to about 9d. at the present rate of exchange). 

‘‘ Should goods be wrongly sent to the Portuguese port of Chinde, 
and not to the British Concession, they will be treated similarly to 
the goods emanating from Portugal. 

“All goods passing through the Portuguese Custom house in 
transit must be accompanied by a statement, made up locally, declar- 
ing their home value, their gross weight, and their net weight, 
stated in kilos. The original papers may be required but are not 
generally asked for. When goods are thus passed in transit it is 
necessary that the persons clearing them at the Custom house 
deposit a guarantee bond for five times the amount of Portuguese 
duty which would be levied on the goods were they for Portuguese 
‘Territories. These bonds are returned on production of the way 
bill duly signed by the consignees or their agents at the British 
rontier ; the way bill must be viséd by the British Director of 
Customs at the nearest Custom house in British Territory. 

“Naturally, when these goods arrive in British Territory they 
are subject to the British Custom duties which are generally 10 
per cent. ad valorem.” 





EGYPT: 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” for the 19th May contains the 
following revised Valuation Tariff for use in 
assessing import duties on certain oils, colours, 
&e., which came into operation on the 22nd May, 
and will remain in force until the 21st October, 
1906, or until denunciation :— 


Valuation Tariff 
for Certain Oils, 
Colours, &c. 








Valuation per 
Articles. kilog. (net).* 
Milliémes.+ 
Cotton-seed oil, “prime winter yellow”... oct oes sen 22 
, refined and ‘**summer yellow” “a one ona 20 
Linseed oil, raw ... one eee oes one _ eee one 21 
a boiled - i pb 22 
Zinc, white (first quality), including “ Vieille Montagne” ace 26 
s (second quality) including * Nouvelle Montagne” oe ad ral, 
RN a ee a a a a ee eel 19 
Cochineal .. abe ee we: one one eee ont ad val. 
Coco-nut oil, raw or refined — one hae ‘ne in an _ 








* Duty is levied on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 
+ 1,000 millismes= £E 1= 11. Os. 6d. 





—_—_——— 








” 
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al New Treaty of 
i Commerce and 
Navigation. 


tation into Sweden. 


been made in the rates. 


GERMANY—-SWEDEN. 


Commercial Treaty 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 415-21 of last 
week’s “Journal” on the subject of the new 


between Germany and 


Sweden, the foilowing is a further portion of 
the translation of Tariff B annexed to the 
Treaty, fixing the duties to be levied on certain articles on impor- 
The duties leviable on these articles under 
the present Swedish Tariff are also shown in the statement, and it 
will be noticed that in a large number of instances no change has 
It has to be pointed out, however, that 
these rates cannot now be increased while the Treaty remains in 



























































Note.—W ares of the kind specified 
in No. 198 which contain spun gold 
in a proportion not exceeding 15 per 
cent. of their total weight, are not 
to be dutiable as gold-thread wares 
under No. 198, but are to be dutiable 
according to their nature in other 
respects, 








force :— 
[ Krona (100 Gre)—1s. 14d. ; kilog. = 2°20+4 Ibs. | 
, ; Rate of Duty 
gg Articles. yee yn fixed by the 
. J: Treaty. 
Yarns-- Kron. ore. Kron. ore. 
Woollen yarn of all kinds— 
Single— 
157 Undyed and unbleached... | Kilog.0 20 | Kilog.0 20 
158 Dyed, bleached, or printed » oo , &* 
Of two or more threads— 
159 Undyed and unbleached... »» 2» a 2 & 
160 Dyed, bleached, or printed, 
also so-called lustre yarn » 2s ~_ -— -_ 
Linen and hemp yarn— 
Single— 
161 Undyed and unbleached ... a ae » O 20 
162 Dyed, bleached, or printed / 2. ,» 8 & 
Sail-twine and pack-thread— 
169 Undyed and unbleached... » O 20 a 
Gypsum— 
173 Calcined and ground, including the 
weight of the receptacles 100 kgs.0 40/100 kgs.0 40 
Glass— 
Window and mirror glass— 
Silvered— 
184 Up to } sq. metre surface...| Kilog.0 30 | Kilog. 0 30 
185 Of greater dimensions ... » oO » O 50 
186 Photographic dry plates or so-called 
sensitized plates, including the 
weight of the boxes and paper 
wrappings ... one seg oa , = = » ee 
187 Other kinds not elsewhere men- 
tioned in the Tariff, including 
decanters and pressed or cut flasks » 2 i » Oo 60 
ex 194 | Rice, cleaned ses om ... |L0Okgs.6 50 {100 kgs.6 50 
198 |Gold-thread wares: shoulder - knots, 
purl, spangles, edgings, borders, bind- 
ings, braids, and other articles, not 
elsewhere mentioned in the Tariff, 
real or imitation Kilog.12 00 | Kilog.9 00 





June 7, 1906. ] 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


A75 





Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





GERMAN Y—-SWEDEN-—continued. 





Tariff 


Present Rate 


Rate of Duty 














Articles. fixed by the 
No. of Duty. Treaty. 
| Kron, ore. Kron. ore. 
205 | Leather gloves of allkinds .... |Kilog. 6 00 | Kilog. 6 00 
Hides and skins other than peltry, | 
dressed— 
219 Sole leather and inner sole leather .. ie a 
220 Other ... s 2a » O 65 
226 | Hops - a aa os oi eae 
230 | Horsehair ... he os its dt cua? Sm ae at © 
Note.—Crisp hair (Krollhaare) is | 
| dutiable under this number. | 
| Instruments — | 
239 Surgical, mathematical, physicai, | 
chemical, and marine, of all kinds, | 
not elsewhere mentioned in the | 
Tariff : am 10 %ad val. | 10 % ad val. 
240 Optical, not elsewhere mentioned | 
in the Tariff, including telescopes, 
spectacles, and mounted optical 
glasses of all kinds one ( Kilog.2 00 
Barometers, manometers, and ther- Kilog.2 00 |- 
mometers » & @ 
Musical— 
Pianos, even used— 
241 Upright and cottage  ...|Hach150 00 /Each150 00 
242 Grand... | 200 00 | , 200 00 
245 Accordions and parts thereof... Kilog, 1 00 | Kilog.0 50 
246 Other kinds, also parts and 
accessories imported separ- 
ately, not elsewhere men- 
tioned in the Tariff ... .| 15% ad.val.| 15% ad. val. 
253 | Railway and tramway carriages, also 
tenders ‘i ie ut a.” es wz ls 
Note.—V ehicles fitted with a 
motor shall be dutiable as railway 
or tramway carriages. 
Potash— 
263 Carbonate and bicarbonate of Free. Free. 
265 Nitrate of (saltpetre) . Free, Free. 
Caoutchouc or india-rubber, vulcanised 
or not, and gutta- percha— 
Manufactured-— 
In rolled sheets— 
282 “Of a thickness of 1 mm. or 
more, combined or not 
with tissue “ Free. Free. 
Ex 284 Threads and _ tubes of 
ebonite ... née Free. Free. 
285 Other manufactures not 
elsewhere mentioned in 
the Tariff, including 
shoemakers’ wares and 
erasing gum in wooden 
holder... ose Kilog 1- 20 -} Kilog. 1 20 
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PRR g . | Kate of Duty 
— Articles. Present fate | ‘fixed by the 
— + | i Treaty. | 

Kron. ore. Kron. ore. 
[Industrial chemical products not speci- 
ally mentioned in the Tariff—~ 
288 Chloride of gold, chloride of gold 
and potassium, chloride of gold 
and sodium, chloroplatinate of 
potassium, and chloride of smi 
inum : Kilog. 0 OS | Kilog. 0 08 
289 Other, except those enumerated in 
No. 287 of the Tariff 15% ad.val. | 15% ad val. 








With embroidery 


curtains, 


Clothing not specially mentioned in the 
Tariff — 
Of linen or cotton, and parts of 
such clothing, also sewn articles 
of all kinds for household use, 
snch as table linen, towels, sheets, 
pillow-slips, 
like— 


and the 


Note.—Ilf the needlework consists 
only of a hemming or bordering, a 
surtax of 10 per cent. only is to be 
levied. 


Other than of linen or cotton, 


and parts of such clothing— 


Furnished with embroidery, ) 


fringes, trimmings, lace, blonde 
or with lining subject to a 

higher duty than the stuff of ? 
which the garment is | 


pally composed 





Notes 1.—For clothing the duty i is 
levied on the exterior tissue; in 
case of difficulty in determining the 
principal component of the same, 
the duty is levied on the material 
subject to the highest duty. 

2. Articles of clothing of celluloid 
are dutiable as manufactured cellu- 
loid, without surtax, under No. 87. 

Wearing apparel consisting of 
knotted or knitted articles or of 
hosiery tissue, without trimmings, 
or with only ordinary trimmings 
(accessories) is dutiable under the 
provisions for stockings and knitted 
wares, without surtax. The follow- 
ing are to be regarded as ordinary 
accessories—buttons, bands, straps, 
tie-ribbons, bows, single tassels and 
the like, 


with a surtax of 


Duty on the 
principal com- 
ponent tissue 


100 per cent. 





Duty on the 
principal com- 
ponent stuff 
witha surtax of 
100 per cent. 








Duty on the 
principal com- 
ponent tissue 

with a surtax of 

100 per cent. 


Duty on the 
principal com- 
ponent stuff 
with a surtax of 

100 per cent. 
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G ERMAN Y—SWEDEN— continued. 


_ 





Tariff 
No. 


299 


317 


348 


358 
359 


360 
361 





Present Rate 


Rate of Luty 





Articles. ; fixed by the 
of Duty ° Treaty. 
Buttons not specially mentioned in the Kron. Ore. Kron. ore. 
Tarifi— 
Of combined materials or of mate- 
rials not specially provided for in 
the Tariff as manufactured articles, 
except buttons containing silk ...| Kilog. 1 00 |Kilog. 1 00 
Dutiable as Dutiable as 
manufactures | manufactures 


Other kinds, except those contain- 
ing silk one 


Note.—Buttons in which the 
shank only is of a material different 
from that of which the button is 
made, are dutiable as manufactures 
of the material of which the button 
itself is composed. 


Basketmakers’ wares, except those of | 


unpeeled twigs and coarse shavings... 
Toys of all kinds without regard to the 
material of which made, and parts 
thereof 
Note. Christmas tree ornaments 
are dutiable hereunder, so far as not 
dutiable at a lower rate according 
to their kind. 
Earthenware, not elsewhere mentioned 
in the Tariff— 
Bricks— 
Fireproof, also so-called facade 
bricks and pavement stones.. 
Tiles, wall and flooring, less than 
3 cm. thick, also structural orna- 
ments, unglazed, of one colour ... 
Wares of real porcelain— 
White, or of one colour , 
Gilt, silvered, painted, or printed 
Other earthenware not elsewhere 
mentioned in the tariff, such as 
Dutch tiles, stove ornaments, 
crockery, wares of terra cotta, 
terralith, majolica, so-called imi- 
tation porcelain, and other kinds 
of faience, &e.— 
White or of one colour.. 
Gilt, silvered, painted, or printed 
Note to Nos. 358-361. —White or 
unicoloured earthenware is not to be 
treated as painted or printed ware 
on account of its bearing the mark 
or name of the manufactory or an 
engraved indicaticn of the capacity. 
Lithographs and photographs, also 
copper, steel, and wood engravings, 
coloured or not, and chromc-‘itho- 
graphs without regard to the material 
oa which applied— 


of the respec- 
tive material. 





| Kilog. 1 00 


—— 


100 kgs.0 20 


eS 
Kilog.0 30 
» 0 60 
a 
— a 








of the respec- 
tive material. 


Kilog. 1 00 


100 kgs.0 20 


 _ = 
Kilog.0 30 
~ 2 ee 
» 9 10 
» OO 8 
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GERMANY—SWEDEN—continued. 
$e | Rate of Duty 
agg Articles. Present rate | ‘fixed by the 
; J: Treaty. 

Kron. ore. Kron. Ore. 
368 Not framed, not forming portion of 
a printed work and imported 
therewith ... Kilog. 0 50} Kilog. 0 50 
Note to Nos. 367 and 368. —Articles 
enumerated in Nos. 367 and 368 are 
dutiable thereunder, even if the 
cardboard, paper, or papier mache 
on which they are applied is lac- 
quered, bronzed, gilt, or silvered. 
373 | Magnesia and salts of magnesia Free. Free. 
378 | Machines, implements, and tools, and 
parts thereof not elsewhere mentioned 
in the Tariff ose 10% ad val. | 10 % ad val. 
Ex 380 | Mats of cocoa-nut fibre ... os Kilog. 0 07 | Kilog.0 07 
Metals, and manufactures thereof not 
elsewhere mentioned in the Tariff— 
(A) Lead— 
Manufactured— 
He 383 Sheets Free. Free. 
(B) Gold— 
391 Manufactures thereof, except 
wire, even set with stones, 
pearls, &c. : Kilog.15 00 | Kilog.15 00 
(C) Iron and steel— 
Beam, angle and other kinds and 
other shaped iron not classed 
as rails-— 
Exe 395 Weighing 60 kilogs. or more 
per linear metre... Free. Free. 
396 Weighing less than 20 kilogs. 
per linear metre ... 100 kgs. 2 50 {100 kgs,2 50 
Rolled or forged plates and sheets, ; 
cut, bent, perforated, and with 
turned up edges or not— 
Neither ground nor polished 
and without coating of 
other metal or material— 
399 3 mm, or more in thick- 
ness » o& 00 ,» ee 
400 Less than 3 mm. in thick- 
ness », *£ © >» £ 00 
406 Tubes and parts thereof, “forged, 
rolled or drawn . : » 4 00 » 4 00 
Wire— 
407 Of a diameter of 1°55 mm. and 
above ... es se » s2 @ » 4 00 
408 Of a smaller diameter ale: stan a ee » 2 & 
Wire manufactures — 

Lope, including that for fenc- ; | Double the duty! Double the duty 
ing, fencing gauze and other< | on the wire of | on the wire of 
gauze ... which made, | which made. 

Other iron and steel ‘manufactures 
not elsewhere mentioned in the 
Tariff and not included under 
the heads of railway material 
or machines, implements and 
tools— 
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GERMAN Y—-SWEDEN-—continued. 


| 
Tariff Rate of Duty 


| ee Present Rate 
No. Articles, of Duty. = by the 
reaty. 








| | 

Metals & manufactures thereof—contd.—- Kron. ore. Kron. Ore. 

427 Nickelled, polished, bronzed, 

enamelled or lacquered ...| Kilog. 0 50); Kilog. 0 50 

428 Other kinds, except gilt or 

silvered ... bi ate » 0 2 » O 2 

Notes.—1. If any article dutiable 
under the heading “ other iron and 
steel manufactures not elsewhere 
mentioned in the Tariff” weighs more 
than 10 kilogs. in the form in which 
it is imported, the surplus weight 
shall be dutiable at the rate of only 
4 ore per kilog. 

2. [ron structural! pieces for bridge 
building are dutiable under No. 428 
so far as they do not fall under No. 
427 on account of surface treatment. 

3. A rough coating of oil paint or 
tar, as also coating with graphite is, 
in the case of iron and steel wares, 
without influence on the tariff classi- 
fication. 

(D) Copper and its alloys with zine, 
tin, or other common metals, such 
as brass, bronze, argentan, Bri- 
tannia metal, &c. 

Manufactured— 
Wire— 
440 Covered with lead orstreng- 
thened with iron, com- 
bined or not with other 
materials ; electric cables, 
covered with lead or 
strengthened with iron... Free, Free. 

44) Otherwise insulated, also 

other electric cables, so 

far as these articles 
do not fall under Nos. 

436 to 439 of the Tariff...| 10°/, ad val. | 10°!, ad val. 

442 Other kinds, 30 far as not 

falling under Nos, 436 to 

439 of the Tariff ...| Kilog. 0 10 | Kilog. 0 10 

Double theduty| Double the duty 

Gauze ... nen ne on the wire of} on the wire of 

which made. | which made. 





Other manufactures not else- 
where mentioned in the 
tariff— 

444 Nickelled, varnished, lac- 

quered, or otherwise | 
coated, except gilt or | 

silvered ane .. | Kilog. 0 

445 Other kinds, except gilt | 

or silvered ... ced » 9 50; 5, 0 50 
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GERMANY—SWEDEN-—continued. 








| Rate of Duty 














rR Articles. | . py gg fixed by the 
sich | y: Treaty. 
Metals & manufactures thereof — contd,— Kron. ore. Kron. ore. 
(G) Silver—- 
450 | Manufactures thereof, even 
gilt, and articles set with 
stones, pearls, &c., except 
sheets and wire .. | Kilog. 15 00 | Kilog. 15 00 
| (1) Zine, manufactured— 
Ee 458 | Plates and sheets 7 od Free. Free. 
466 | Music, not bound... v oe vee Free, Free. 
Note to Nos. 465 and 466.—Music | 
| is only regarded as bound if the 
covers are connected by a mov- 
| able back. 
| Soda— 
477 | Carbonate and bicarbonate of _... Free. Free. 
481 | Sulphite, bisulphite and  hypo- 
| sulphite of ... ‘an bide _ Free. Free. 
488 | Needles and pins, except those of gold 
| orsilver, and those classed as jewellery- 
Sewing needles and sewing machine 
| meedles ss, ase nee nee } Kilog.0 40 | { Kilog.0 30 


Others... _ o- _ oe a = | 





(To be continued.) 





GERMANY—ETHIOPIA: 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 219 of the 
Ratification of ‘‘ Journal” for the 3rd May on the subject of 
ALINCALION O the Treaty of Friendship and Commerce between 


r he pa i a Germany and Ethiopia, the Board of Trade are 
sen now in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 


information to the effect that the Treaty in 
question has been ratified by the German Government and will 
come into force on the 16th June. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The United States Department of Agriculture have recently issued 
Labelli ¢ Decisions relative to the labelling of imported 
one chocolates and cocoa which provide that if 


Ch a — Fy chocolate, plain’ or bitter, imported for cooking 
“= “ an purposes, contain any starch or other added 


substance, or sugar in quantities sufficient 
to make it a sweet chocolate, the addition of these bodies 
must be indicated by an appropriate statement on the label. 
In the case of sweet chocolate an indication is only necessary 
when an addition of a foreign substance other than those 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


mentioned in the standard has been made. ‘“ Milk chocolate” will 
be considered as a sweet chocolate to which whole milk (fresh, 
evaporated or desiccated), has been added. Cocoas in the prepara- 
tion of which alkalis or other substances have been employed in 
order to increase the apparent solubility of the product, should 
bear on the label a declaration of such treatment. 


In accordance with a recently issued Decision of the United States 
Department of Agriculture, the importation 


Preservatives into the United States of macaroni, noodles and 

and Artificial “mil dcshecinaieanaial datetes aed - 
Colours in simular products coloured wit artius yellow 
Secssenl or other colours forbidden by the Italian law, 


or preserved with fluorides or other preservatives 
injurious to health is now prohibited. Macaroni containing any 
permissible colouring matter must be labelled with the words 
“ Artificially coloured.” 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 

' application of the United States Customs 

Customs Decisions. Tariff which have recently been issued by the 

Treasury Department at Washington :—- 

Combed silk.—-Combed silk which in the process of further manu- 

facturing fell from or was caught in the machines, so that the 

process was not completed, is dutiable at the rate of 40 cents. per 

lb, under the provision in paragraph 384 of the Tariff, for “ silk 

partially manufactured . ... and not further advanced or manu- 

factured than . . . . combed silk,” and is not to be free of duty 
under paragraph 661 as “ silk waste.” 


Drawback—Landing certificates.— Evidence of landing abroad is 
waived where amount of drawback on a single shipment does not 
exceed 25 dollars. 


Extracts of quebracho and mangrove, invoiced as ‘ cutch” are to 
be dutiable under paragraph 22 of the Tariff. 


Dutiable value of Cuban cigars.—(1) Where appraisers ascertain 
the market value of goods exported frem a foreign country under 
the provisions of section 19 of the Customs Administrative Act, 
such value is regulated by the price at which such goods are 
bought and sold in the usual wholesale quantities for home con- 
sumption at the time of exportation, and not by the export price 
of such goods, where the two values differ. 

(2) Internal revenue taw.—Where certain cigars exported from 
Cuba are subject to an internal-revenue tax of 2 dollars per 
thousand, and the market value of such goods in Cuba is 
ascertained to be the invoice value, less the internal-revenue tax, 
such tax is a non-dutiable item, forming no part of such value, 
unless it is voluntarily included by the importer as such in making 
his entry. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


Baskets—Osier or willow.—(1) Baskets made from osier or 
willow, whether or not the material used in the construction thereof 
has ‘been previously cut or split into two or more sections, are 
dutiable-as manufactures of osier or willow at the rate of 40 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

(2) Articles fashioned into dolls’ cradles and small chairs, made 
from osier or willow, are dutiable as toys at the rate of 55 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

(3) Articles made from osier or willow, cotton, and rush, are 
dutiable according to the material of chief value therein. 

This modifies a decision reported on p. 167 of the “ Journal ” 


for the 28th January, 1904. | 


Automobiles.—Foreign automobiles may not be re-imported under 
bond for touring purposes within one year from original im- 
portation. 


‘Goods in excess.—Additional or penal duty is not incurred simply 
by an excess of quantity ascertained on importations over the 
quantity expressed in the invoice. 


Chocolate confectionery—Sweetened chocolate—Small wafers and 
other shapes of sweetened chocolate, wrapped in papers of various 
colours, and evidently intended to be sold as a confection, are 
dutiable according to value under paragraph 281 of the Tariff, 
providing for “ chocolate and cocoa, prepared or manufactured.” 


Olive oil—(1) Mere presence or absence of free fatty acids in 
olive oil does not determine whether or not such oil is fit for use 
as an article of human food. MRancidity may exist in such oil 
before the formation of free fatty acids, and such acids may exist 
long before the oil becomes rancid. 

(2) Olive oil in condition to be filtered and blended with cotton- 
seed. oil, and when so blended fit to be used as an article of human 
food, is dutiable at the rate of 40 cents per gallon, under the 
provisions of paragraph 40 of the Tariff. 


Wool.— Absorption of water other than sea water.—In an importa- 
tion of wool which has absorbed an unusual amount of water while 
en the voyage of importation and before arrival at the port of des- 
tination, the collector in assessing duty may make allowance by 
way of a deduction from the landed weight on competent proof of 
such excessive weight. Article 1276 of the Customs Regulations 
of 1899, relating to the unusual absorption of sea water or of 
moisture, by implication includes water other than sea water. 


Shortage of wine.— Under paragraph 296 of the Tariff, prohibiting 
a “constructive or other allowance for . . . leakage, or dam- 
age on wines,” it is held that no allowance should be made for 
leakage of part of the contents from a barrel of wine. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


Drawback on re-imported sugar.—Where an exporter of sugar 
manufactured in the United states has received from the Govern- 
ment an allowance of drawback on the merchandise, upon re-impor- 
tation of the same article the owner is entitled to have it entered 
and passed by the collector upon the payment of duty equal to the 
drawback allowed. 


Goods purchased—Importer’s right to add to make market value on 
entry.—(1) Where goods have been actually purchased abroad, the 
importers have a right, in making their entry of the merchandise, 
to raise the cost or value given in the invoice to the actual market 
value or wholesale price of such merchandise at the time of expor- 
tation to the United States, in the principal markets of the 
exporting country. 

(2) Where merchandise is actually purchased abroad from 
manufacturers, by agents of an American house with limited 
authority to purchase, with a view of immediate shipment of the 
same to the United States, such merchandise will be regarded as 
having been actually purchased and not consigned. | 





BOLIVIA. 


According to the ‘“‘ Monthly Bulletin of the International Bureau 
| of the American Republics” for April, a Bolivian 


moe he a Decree, dated 2nd February, 1906, has been 
ome issued fixing the stamp tax on alcoholic beve- 
Beverages. e 


rages manufactured in or imported into the 


Republic at the following rates :-— 
Per Ordinary Bottle 
Bolivianos.* 


Beer, native 0 Ql 
,, foreign 0 05 
Wine, native 0 02 
,, foreign, table oe ee 
‘i , fine, such as sherry, port, bur- 
gundy, &c. 0 10 
Spirits, native inp . O 02 
, foreign, such as cognac, >, whisky, char- 
treuse, Ke. 0 20 
Champagne 0 50 


Halves, quarters, &e., of a bottle shall pay the proportionate 
duty, 

Liquors otherwise contained than in bottles shall pay per litre, 
the rates set out above increased by 4 centavo in the case of native 
liquors and centavos in the case of foreign liquors. 


° Boliviano (100 centav 08) = = 1s. 7d. (nominal value). 








in 
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PROTECTORATE OF SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Colonial Office a 
opy of the “Lights, Buoys, and Beacons 

Buoyage Dues. Proclamation, 1906” (No. 8 of 1906), of 

Southern Nigeria which provides for the 
levying of ‘“‘ buoyage dues” for ships calling at various ports of 
the Protectorate. 

The Proclamation came into force on Ist April last, and specifies 
various ‘“‘buoyage dues” payable by the masters, or agents, 
of vessels entering the following the :—Calabar, Opobo, Bonny, 
Brass River, Akassa River, and Forcados. 

The Proclamation empowers the High Commissioner to extend 
this list of ports at his discretion. 

An order has also been received which exempts, in accordance 
with the provisions of section 4 of the above-mentioned Proclama- 
tion, certain vessels, such as war vessels and others, from the pay- 
ment of dues leviable in respect of buoys. 

Both the Proclamation, and the order issued thereunder, may be 
seen on application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





SWEDEN. 


H.M. Minister at Stockholm (Sir Rennell Rodd, G.C.V.O., 
tical ti K.C.M.G., C.B.) reports that a credit of 510,000 
SS. Service to kronor (28,383/.) has been sanctioned by the 

La Plata. Swedish Riksdag, to provide a subvention to 
the Swedish Shipping Company Nordstjernan 

(The Northern Star), in order to enable them to run a direct line 

of steamships from Sweden to La Plata. The total sum is to be 

paid in five annual instalments, 120,000 kronor (6,666/.) for the two 
first years, and 90,000 kronor (5,000/.) for the three subsequent 


years. 





DENMARK. 


The British Vice-Consul at Copenhagen (Mr. C. H. Funch, M.V.O.) 

Floating Dock at forwards a description of a floating dock 

Depenbagen that will shortly be erected at that port and 

’ will be ready .for use in six months. When 

finished, it will be able to receive steamers of up to 11,500 tons 

gross tonnage. New pumps and a 1,000 h.p. engine will be put 

in by means of which it will be possible to dock one of the largest 

ships in the course of about half an hour. The dock formerly 
belonged to an Antwerp Company. 





ba ee a aenes = 
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GERMANY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 227 of the “Board of Trade 
ee a a Journal” of 3rd May, H.M. Consul-General at 
“ma ta Hamburg (Sir W. Ward, C.V.O.) reports that 
a alae aaik the service of steamers between Hamburg and 
Ports ports of the Persian Gulf which the Hamburg- 
American Steamship Company intend to inau- 

gurate, will be a monthly one, the service starting from and after 
the 1st August. The steamers, after leaving Hamburg,will call at 
Antwerp and Marseilles, and will take cargo for Aden, Jibuti, 
Massowah,-Bunder Abbas, Lingah, Bahrein, Bushire, and Bussorah. 





OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


The recent report of H.M. Consul at Trebizond (Foreign Office, 
Annual Sertes, 3,577), contains on p. 11 a table 
of the charges leviable on goods imported at 
~ that port from the ship’s side to the merchant’s 
store. Similar particulars as regards Alex- 
andretta are contained in the report of H.M. 
Consul at Aleppo (Foreign Office, Annual 


Charges Leviable 
on 
Imported Goods 
at Trebizond 
and Alexandretta. 


Series, 3,582.) 





BRAZIL: 


In reporting on the reorganisation of the Lloyd Brazileiro 
Subsidy to New Steamship Company, which trades along the 
Llovd Bb end Brazilian coast, H.M. Consul-General at Rio de 
y: ‘wacom Janeiro (Mr. A. Chapman) states that the new 
3. Vompany: company receives an annual subvention from 
the Government of 1,300 contos of reis payable in gold at 27d., 
provided certain conditions are maintained. 
The company undertake, besides the Brazilian coast service, to 
extend their line to New York and to Buenos Ayres, and later on 
to Europe. That to Buenos Ayres was opened on the 4th May. 


ECUADOR. 


H.M. Consul at Guayaquil (Mr. A. Cartwright) reports that 
ee Manglar Alto, on the coast of Ecuador, situated 
sae a to the north of Santa Elena Point and south of 
Pon Manta, has been declared open to commerce as 

a minor port (that is, for the export of all 

produce to the exterior, but for importation from national ports 
only, and not from foreign countries) from and after the 16th 
April last. Mr. Cartwright adds that the principal exports of 
Manglar Alto are taqua (ivory nuts) and hat straw. 
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With reference to the notice on p 


Mineral 
Production in 
1905. 


MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


QUEENSLAND. 


. 122 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 19th April, the ‘“ Queensland 
Government Mining Journal” publishes ex- 
tracts from an advance copy of the Annual 
Report of the Queensland Under Secretary for 


Mines, from which the following figures, representing more com- 
plete statistics of the mineral production of the Colony in 1905 
than were given in the notice referred to above, have been 



































taken :— 
1904. 1905. 
| 
Quantity. Value. | Quantity. Value. 
£ £ 

Gold ... .». fine ozs. 639,151 2,714,934 592,620 2,517,295 
Tin ... ie ... tons 3,923 270,276 3,945 297,454 
Silver i .+. OZS. 654,929 71,858 601,712 69,176 
Lead ... on ... tons 2,046 24,560 2,422 33,212 
Coal ... 7 a 512,015 166,536 529,326 155,477 
Copper iii seg sa 4,370 257,896 7,221 503,547 
=e — 8,550 — 3,000 
Wolfram ... ... tons 1,539 161,635 1,409 99,873 
Manganese ... > = 830 3,540 1,517 5,925 
Bismuth... at al 20 3,581 15 5,368 
Bismuth and wolfram _,, 1 73 22 1,958 
Molybdenite a 21 2,673 63 8,496 
Limestone ... wee 18,773 10,820 25,057 15,863 
Gems... _ — — 10,575 — 5,255 
Ironstone... .-. tons 4,424 1,659 4,342 3,600 
Scheelite ... see “bs 1 75 4 330 
Antimony ... 8 — — 24 174 
Graphite... 9) — —_ 32 272 

Total value — 3,704,241 == 3,726,275 

SPAIN: 


The recent report (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,590) of H.M. 


Development 
of Iron and Steel 
Works. 


especially 


plates, black plates, tubing, &c. 


The following statistics of the coal and iron production of Spain 


Coal and Iron 
Production. 


Consul-General at Bilbao (Mr. C. G. Wood) 
contains particulars of the development of the 
iron and steel works, &c., in that district, 
in the manufacture of rails, tin 


in 1905 are taken from a work published by 
the 


‘‘ Revista Minera Metalurgica y de 


Ingenieria ” of Madrid :— 
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is 1904, 1905. 
| Metric tons. | Metric tons. 

Coal ... ee or obs _ see sii .| 2,872,637 3,045,083 

Lignite pon ine ons ~— jae _ wr 103,272 154,828 
Coke— 

From mines and metallurgical works bias sin 435,318 466,689 

From gas works oui an — see on 170,000 175,000 

Iron ore ee wae ie an oda te | 7,964,748 9,395,314 

Ingot iron ... ioe se adi sale int 385,955 383,137 

», Bessemer steel ons a ous ose pene 93,100 113,664 

5, Siemens steel.. eee on ost ade en 102,659 124,233 

Unwrought iron... én oe bas aoe oni 53,177 52,250 

Wrought iron and steel ... om eee one one 251,487 308,413 








ITAL Y—SICILY, 


In his recent report H.M. Consul at Palermo (Mr. 8S. Churchill) 
states that the shipments of sulphur from Sicily 
Sulphur Industry. last year amounted to 470,341 toris as compared 
with 508,980 tons in 1904. The total stock 

existing in Sicily on the 81st December, 1905 was 462,845 tons. ~ 
The Sicilian sulphur industry, says Mr. Churchill, is passing 
through a crisis. The producers have become convinced that the 
American production is neither a phantom nor “ bluff,” and most 
of them agree that an obligatory State-imposed association becomes 
absolutely necessary for the salvation of the industry. This 


association would limit the output and guarantee a fair price. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,595.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
The British Commercial Agent in the United States (Mr. E 
Seymour Bell) reports that orders for an aggre- 
a ee Soe gate of 1,000, 000 te tons of steel rails, for delivers 
for 1907. in 1907, are said to have already been booked 
in the United States. This is considered an unprecedented 
amount of business for this time of the year, and is the more 
remarkable when it is considered that the order books for 1907 
were opened only about two weeks before the time of writing 
(18th May). Mr. Bell adds that from present indications it 
appears that there will be a larger quantity of steel rails produced 
in the. United States 1 in 1907 than in any previous year. 


In his recent report H.M. Consul at Philadelphia (Mr. W. Powell) 
describes a novel application of electricity in the 
for Handlin handling of iron and steel, which is shown in the 
Steel 5 lifting magnets made by a firm in Cleveland, 
Ohio. This form of magnet consists of a large 

iron disc supported by chains which may be fastened to the hoop of 
a derrick or crane block. To the top of the disc is applied an 





Electric Magnet 
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electric plug device connected with insulated wires which by an 
ingenious auxiliary pulley arrangement are led to a controller at 
some convenient point at the base of the derrick or in the 
operator’s cab of the crane. The disc is lowered over the material 
to be lifted and the current turned on, and in this way enormous 
loads of material may be gathered together and held by the magnet 
as long as the current remains connected. Different forms of the 
disc are made for handling pig iron, heavy melting stock, such as 
crop ends, butts, steel risers, small castings, tin scrap, whether 
loose or in bales, shearing scrap, rod scrap, bolts, nuts, punches, 
rivet spikes, rail ends, machine borings, flats, sheets, and in fact 
almost any form of iron or steel which affords a surface sufficiently 
large for the magnet to act upon it. When the material has been 
carried to the place where it is desired to land it the current is 
turned off.and the magnet at once releases the load. 

Scrap tin has always been an ugly form of material to handle 
satisfactorily, but by the use of this device it may be disposed of 
as rapidly and as easily as heavier stock. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,583.) 





BOLIVIA, 


The British Vice-Consul at Sucre (Mr. E. F. Moore) in his 

recent report states that coal veins have been 
Coal Discovery. discovered in the south of Tarija, on the 

borders of and extending into Argentina, and 
are said to be very extensive and of excellent quality, also very 
near the surface. The coal was experimented upon for lighting 
purposes and it was found that after the moisture had evaporated 
the gas burned with a good light. (Horeign Office, Annual 
Serves, 3,600. ) 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


GREECE. 


The British Vice-Consul at Zante (Mr. A. L. Crowe) gives, in his 
petans it recent report, a table showing the prices of 

Fy British goods (mostly Manchester and Yorkshire 

or ernrngen goods) imported at that port last year, and 
Cloths, &c., at = vemarks that the coarser numbers of cotton 
aes yarns (4/14) and the lower qualities of T-cloths 

are mostly supplied by the Pirzeus mills on much cheaper terms 
than they can be imported. (Foreign Office, Annual Serves, 3,594.) 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 2nd June, 1906, 
were as follows :— 
Wheat ... baa ia ... 308. 4d. 
Barley ... oa ei ». 228 10d. 
Oats... see asd ... 208. 5d. 
For further particulars see p. 493. 





GAMBIA. 


The Acting Collector of Customs at Bathhurst, in his observations 
on the trade statistics of the Gambia for 1905, 
Cotton ks that th 4 2 . 
Satttvation. remarks that there was a very great decrease in 
the exportation of raw cotton last year ; but that 
this was to be expected. In 1904 the British Cotton Growing 
Association endeavoured, with the aid of the Government, to push 
the cultivation of cotton, but from reliable reports submitted by 
agricultural experts who have visited and travelled throughout 
the length and breadth of the Colony it is now recognised that 
the growing of cotton in the Gambia territories on a scale suitable 
for export cannot pay at the present prices, and it is clear that the 
industry is at an end. The people will have none of it, preferring 
to devote their energies to the cultivation of ground nuts which 
gives them a much better return for their labour. Of course, a 
certain amount of cotton will always be grown in the Colony, 
but only for local consumption. For this there is ready sale at 
about 24d. per lb. in the seed, which represents a price of about 
8d. per lb. for lint cotton. 


FRANCE: 
The. British Vice-Consul at Rouen (Mr. C. B. C. Clipperton) 


a reports that the cultivation in France of a new 
Caltivation of & potato, brought from Uruguay, has been ob- 
new kind of = <erved for some time with great interest. A 
apne variety of this potato, called the “solanum 
commersonii violet,” is said to possess excellence of taste as well as 
a nutritive value, and is equal to the best table potato known in 
France. This variety is distinguished by its resistance to frost, as 
also to disease, and its one great advantage is that it prospers most 
in a damp or swampy soil, where no other kind of potato would 
grow. Lvery kind of soil, whether clayey, calcareous or silicious, 
seems equally adapted for its culture, provided it is damp. The 
price of this potato, which has now been placed on the market in 
a limited quantity for planting purposes, is 2s. per lb. (Horeign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,586.) 
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SPAIN. 
H.M. Consul-General at Bilbao (Mr. C. G. Wood) reports that the 


manufacture and importation of chemical pro- 


Ps esuannot ducts in that district for agricultural uses is 
Bilbao for Agri daily increasing. It is stated that a large tract 
cultural Purposes. of land in the vicinity of the Rivers Cadagua 


and Nervion is about to be acquired by the 
“Sociedad General de Industria y Comercio,” a branch of the 
‘‘Union Espajiola de Explosivos,” for the establishment of works 
for the production chiefly of sulphuric acid and superphosphates. 
To meet the quantities now required large consignments of the 
latter are imported from abroad. 

Sulphate of ammonia is produced in Bilbao only by the iron- 
works. Part of it is purchased by the.dynamite works for the 
production of nitrate of ammonia. The remainder is exported. 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,590.) 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 31st May, 1906, 
Cotton Statistics. was 28,256 (including 21 bales British West 
Indian {and 22 bales British West African), 
and the number imported during the twenty-two weeks ended the 
3lst May was 1,945,517 (including 3,661 bales British West 
Indian and 2,545 bales British West African). As regards 
exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 3lst May, 1906, 
4,414 bales, and for the twenty-two weeks, 175,289. 
For further details see p. 498. 


The following persons nominated by a Local Authority to the post 
Inspectors of of Inspector of Weights and Measures have 
Weights and passed the examination provided for by the 8th 
M Section of the Weights and Measures Act, 
— 1904 :—W. J. Carine, Lancashire ; R. Clement- 
son, Northumberland ; D. Dunglinson, Cumberland ; J. R. Gamble, 
Leeds; J. Gray, St. Helens; T. W. Hudson, Northumberland; T. 
R. Spratt, Northumberland ; J. H. Wildman, Warrington. 





NEWFOUNDLAND. 
The Assistant Collector of Customs at. the Port of St. John’s 
Seal Fishery (Mr. H. W. Le Messurier), reports under date 
of 1906 of 14th May that the Newfoundland Seal 
; Fishery for the year 1906 has closed with*more 
profitable results than that of the previous year. Twenty-five 
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Miscellaneous. 





— 


steamers of 8,634 tons register, carrying 4,061 men were engaged 
in the fishery and landed 341,836 seals, weighing 7,896 tons and 
valued at 607,544 dols; last year twenty-two steamers of 7,154 
tons register, carrying 3,528 men, brought in 177,100 seals 
weighing 4,189 tons valued at 311,271 dols. This year shows an 
increase therefore of 164,736 seals in number and 296,273 dols. in 
value. Mr. Le Messurier adds that nearly all the oil is manufactured 
and, with the skins, will soon be ready for market. 





GAMBIA. 


The following particulars of the trade of Gambia in 1904 and 
Trade in 1905 1905 are taken from the “ Government Gazette ” 
panera ' — of that Colony :— 














































| 
Imports into Gambia. Exports from Gambia. 
From and To— 
1904. 1905. 1904. 1905. 
£ £ £& £ 
United Kingdom ... 109,888 113,398 13,781 17,809 
British Colonies ... 71,865 40,764 15,011 26,676 
Foreign countries* 124,396 151,019 282,491 235,787 
Total 306,149 305,181 311,283 280,272 
t 














* Chiefly France, 





CYPRUS. 


The following statement of the value of the imports into and exports 
from Cyprus (excluding specie) during the 
years 1904 and 1905 is based on figures re- 
ceived from the Chief Secretary to the Govern- 


ment of Cyprus :— 


Trade in 1905. 














1904. 1905. 
£ z 
Imports 388,905 430,472 
Exports 466,130 424,063 
















Among the imports in 1905 may be noted raw coffee (7,5191.), 
wheatmeal and flour (9,5901.), olive oil (8,5040.), rice (7,053/.), sugar 
(16,9291.), tobacco of all kinds (17,384/.), petroleum (7,5182), 
timber (21,7092.), machinery, &c. (7,3711), cotton yarn and thread 
(33,4871.), cotton piece goods (46,126l.), haberdashery and mil- 
linery (10,642/.), woollen manufactures (23,820/.), leather and 
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leather manufactures (25,198/.), and soap (9,983/.). The principal. 
articles of export in 1905 were carobs (85,105/.), barley (86,517/.), 
wheat (22,134/.), raisins (14,93801.), wines (22,7891.), silk cocoons 
(19,19387.), wool (11,009/.), linseed (12,309/.), and gypsum 
(8,7332). 





BELGIUM. 


A detailed report on the arms industry of Liége by H.M. Consul- 
General at Antwerp (Sir C. Hertslet) has been 
Aree se ustry at issued by the Fergn Office (Miscellaneous 
cae? Serves, 650). The mode of manufacturing 
arms at Liége is, says the Consul-General, of particular interest 
in view of the unusual manner in which division of labour is 
carried out in practically all its branches. The large majority of 
the workmen in the trade carry on their work at home, having 
private forges and workshops, and are engaged in one special 
branch of the trade, at which they become extremely skilful, and 
which they bring to the highest point of perfection. These 
workmen carry on their trade for years, initiating the members of 
their families into their own particular branch, always endeavour-- 
ing to give a perfect finish to their manufactures, and to discover 
and carry out new theories. ‘The maker of barrels, for instance, is 
frequently engaged in manufacturing barrels for several different 
factories at the same time, and the better the work and the higher 
the finish of the articles he produces, the more probability there is 
of his obtaining regular and lucrative employment. Thus the 
major part of the workers in the Liége arms industry are practi- 
cally their own masters, the remuneration that they receive for 
their work depending entirely upon their intelligence, ability, and 
application. 





SPAIN. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 30th May contains copy of a Law 
; , creating a Higher Institute of Agriculture, 
is . — rs ated and - eecla in place of the Council 
ea ies ony of Agriculture, Industry and Commerce which 
9 ls has been dissolved. Various public functionaries, 
such as the Directors-General of Public Works, 
and Customs, the Directors of the Schools of Mines and Engineering, 
&c., &c., will be ipso facto members of the new body; and 50 
members, selected on account of special qualifications, will be 
nominated by the Government. An executive committee of 16 
members will be selected by the Minister of ‘‘ Fomento.” 

The Institute will report to the Government on all laws and. 
regulations relating to agriculture, stock breeding, industry, com- 
merce and labour, patents, trade marks, &c. 

The “Gaveta” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 22 Weeks 
ended 3lst May, 1906 :— 


























' Week ended a Week ended 22 a 
——— 3lst May, 31st M 31st May, = 
1906, 6 Mey: 1906 Sist May, 
1906. ‘ 1906, 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American... éen nats 15,903 1,442,710 3,098 90,806 
Brazilian asin ee we 9,855 153,836 305 9,160 
East Indian ... ‘es ‘l 323 72,345 201 18,054 
Egyptian -. ani ial 1,466 245,789 793 53,432 
Miscellaneous one ods 709* 30,8377 17 3,837 
a l —_ wa me 28,256 1,945,517 4,414 175,289 




















* Including 21 bales British West Indian, and 22 bales British West African. 
Tt +P 3,661 ”? 9 2,545 ”? ”? 





Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 2nd June, 1906, and corresponding weeks of 
the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price, 








Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

s 4. s 4, a 4, 

Week ended 2nd June, 1906 ... we ult ae: = 22 10 20 5 
Corresponding week in— 

1899 ... - ous ose ro oa 21 10 - Ff 

1900 ... one _ _ ons wt ere 23 = 8 18 8 

1901 ... _ een eos nee oe el 22 9 20 1 

1902 ... ees ees one one ut a 24 3 22 1il 

1903 ... ges Soa ae oon im =a. « 23 10 18 4 

1904 ... wee eee pea ana a 18 8 16 8 

1905 ... ~~ oe oe ots wt a e« 23 «6 _— - 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. - 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of Apru, 1906, have been 
published. ‘The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 3d. per copy, either directly or through any bvokseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that Volume Il. of 
the ‘‘ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1905, 
may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 8d. at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1901-1905, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country). The second volume will contain 
details as to customs revenue, transhipments, and articles in bond, 
and particulars of the trade of the United Kingdom with each 
foreign country. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The *‘ Board of ‘I'rade Labour Gazette”* is published by the Board 
of ‘Trade about the 16th of each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which appear in the May issue :— 
State of the Labour Market in April; Feeding of School Children 
Abroad ; Wages in the Cotton Trade; Agricultural Co-operation 
in Germany ; Relief of the Unemployed in April; Recent Cases 
under the Conciliation Act; and British and Foreign Mining 
Statistics. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a réswmé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual and 
Miscellaneous Series issued since the last number of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal.” 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


No. 3,600. Trade of Bolivia, 1904-05. 
Demand for machinery, foreign banks has also stimu- 
mining implements, and all lated trade. 





classes of manufactured goods 
has increased, owing to con- 
tinued prosperity in the mining 
industry. 

The establishment of two 


Tin mining is progressing 


: despite the lack of transport 


facilities. 
Text of Treaty of Commerce 
between Bolivia and Peru. 


This publication also contains reports from Oruro and Sucre. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price ld. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,601. 


Falling off in trade as com- 
pared with 1904, owing to the 
decreased price of bananas in 
the United Kingdom and the 
fall in exchange. 


Trade of the Canary Islands, 1905. 


Particulars of the drawn linen 
industry. 

Details of the export trade 
in bananas, tomatoes, and 
potatoes. 

Large increase in shipping. 


This publication also contains a report from Las Palmas. 


No. 3,602. 


Details of import and export 
trade of Stettin and Swine- 
munde. 

Substantial improvement in 
imports of coal into Stettin 
from United Kingdom. 

Detailed examination of trade 
in salted herrings. 


Trade of Pomerania, 1905. 


List of vessels built at Stettin 
during the year. 

Development of manufacture 
of artificial silk. 

Proposed extension of Stettin 
harbour. 


No. 3,603. Trade of Curacoa, 1905. 


Trade depressed during the 
year. 

Development of manufacture 
of fine quality straw hats to 
compete with Panama hats. 


Kstablishment of a perma- 
nent museum of the products 
of the Colony. 


No. 3,604. Trade of Iquitos, 1905. 


Trade well maintained dur- 
ing the year, imports and ex- 
ports both showing a consider- 
able“increase. 

Value of rubber exports from 
Iquitos and Caballo Cocha 


No. 3,605. 


Both foreign and local trade 
good, owing to an abundant 
harvest. 

Great increase in cost of 


living and labour, and in price 
of land. 


about 1,000,0002, being 
330,000. more than in 1904, 
Proposed scheme for im- 
proved drainage and water 
supply. 
Development 
telegraphy. 


of wireless 


Trade of Rosario, 1905. 


Notable decline in export of 
sugar owing to abolition of 
bounty. 

Comparative table of port 
charges. 


This publication also contains reports from Entre Rios and 


Santa Fé. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,606. Finances of Italy, 1905. 
Detailed statement of finan- Particulars of public debt. 
cial accounts, 1904-5. Details of State purchase of 
Increased yield from tobacco railways. 
and lottery monopolies. 


No. 3,607. Trade of Cadiz, 1905. 
Proposed demolition of city nando, which will help to 
walls with a view to obtaining develop trade. 
space for factories, &c. Needs for still further im- 
Approaching completion of |= provement in means of com- 
electric tramway to San Fer- munication. 


This publication also contains reports from Cordoba, Huelva, 
Jerez, San Roque, and Seville. 


No. 3,608. Trade of Rio Grande do Sul, 1905. 

Import trade heavily bur- Table showing fluctuations 
dened by high tariff duties and in exchange during the year. 
heavy harbour dues. Statistics of the export of 

hides during the last six years. 


No. 3,609. Trade of Basra, 1905. 
Exports showed an increase Large increase in imports of 
in value, but, in consequence cotton piece-goods. 
of the short date crop and high Particulars of Custom-house 
prices maintained, the year expenses and landing charges. 
was, on the whole, a bad one. 


No. 3,610. Trade of Rostov-on-Don, 1905. 


Trade proved better than had Project to deepen the river 
been anticipated in the early Donetz, and construct a canal 
part of the year. between the Volga and the 

Summary of harvest results. Don. 

Details of trade in agricul- 
tural machinery. 


This publication also contains reports from Marnipol, Kertch, 
and Ghenitchesk. 


No. 3,611. Trade and Agriculture of Pondicherry, 1905. 
Trade not so brisk as in Comparative table for 1904- 


1904. 1905, showing area under cul- 
Proposed construction of tivation and nature of produce. 

railway from Pondicherry to 

Cuddalore. 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 
No. 651. French Mercantile Marine Laws. 


This report summarises the French Mercantile Marine Laws 
passed since 1881, when bounties for shipbuilding and navigation 
were first sanctioned ; the Law promulgated on 19th April, 1906, 
is dealt with in considerable detail. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 652. Agriculture in the Rhenish Province. 

This report contains an agricultural survey of the Rhenish Pro- 
vince, giving particulars as to the various crops, methods of culti- 
vation, means of transport, &c., &. The work done by the 
Chamber of Agriculture is described, and particulars are given of 
the educational and scientific institutions connected with the 
Chamber. A short description is added of a few representative 
farms. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Emigration. Report on the Emigrants’ Information Office for the 
year ended 31st December, 1905. [Cd. 2,976]. Price 14d. 


According to this report the number of letters received at the 
Emigrants’ Information Office in 1905 amounted to 15,919, as 
compared with 13,250 in 1904, showing an increase of 20°1 per 
cent. Of this total, 13,810 were applications by or on behalf of 
intending emigrants, against 11,396 in 1904. The number of 
personal enquiries was 3,051. Of the personal enquirers, 7:1 per 
cent. were general labourers; 24°6 per cent. were skilled mechanics , 
8:2 per cent. were clerks; 3°9 per cent. were female domestic 
servants; and the rest were miscellaneous. Canada formed the 
subject of the largest number of enquiries, and after Canada, 


Australasia. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued 
since lst January, 1906, may be purchased from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Fetter Lane, E.C.:— 























Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
481 Ceylon ile én _ sein son on a 34d. 
482 St. Lucia ... oon séhe dee ons aoe one oie 2d. 
Miscellaneous. 
No, Place. Price. 





32 | Northern Nigeria. First report on the results of the Mineral 
Survey, 1904-5 ... ° ove dea wee we aie 
33 Southern Nigeria. Reports on the Mineral Survey for 
1903-4 and 1904-5 wes abe ose ben one woe | 2d. 
34 Montserrat. Agricultural Industries ... ons nee woe | Bhd. 
35 Antigua and St. Kitts-Nevis. Report on Sugar Industry, 
1881-1905 oop ane aoe ban oe oe sin 3d. 
36 West Indies. Report on the working of the Imperial 
Department of Agriculture ... ove eee ie -- | ls. 4d. 


13d. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE, 








The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender. 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada, Cape of Good Hope, and 
Queensland, also the Governments of the Transvaal and Orange 
River Colony, have established, in proximity to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for 
dealing with trade matters (see next page). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The “ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of ld. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 

India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, &c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of “Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial community. 

In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the. meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications in connection with 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have opened offices at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., for the 
purpose of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, under the 
direction of the Agent-General. 

The Commercial Agent in charge of these offices deals with, and 
supplies free, information on trade subjects connected with the 
Colony, such as commercial products, industries, trade, tariff regu- 
lations, commercial statistics, railway rates, prospects for emigra- 
tion, &c., &c. 

Queensland.—For the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters in con- 
nection with Queensland. 

A collection of articles representative of the pastoral, agricultural, 
and mining industries of Queensland are on view, and information 
regarding these industries can be obtained at the Office, as above. 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony.—A Trade Enquiry Office 
has been opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., by the Govern- 
ments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, on the lines of 
the agency established at the same address by the Government of 
Cape Colony, but under the general direction of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Superintendent in charge of the Office deals with, and 
supplies free, information in regard to the products and resources 
of the two Colonies, the opportunities they present to the settler, 
their railway facilities, the regulations of all kinds in force in 
them affecting trade, &c., &c. 

March, 1906. 
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IMPERIAL INSTITUTE, 


The Imperial Institute at South Kensington was transferred by 
Act of Parliament to the control of the Board of Trade on the 
lst January, 1908. ‘The work formerly carried on by the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Office of the Institute is now conducted by 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Imperial Institute is chiefly occupied with the systematie 
investigation and illustration of the principal resources of India 
and the Colonies. It includes :— 

1. The Galleries, containing collections of economic products, 
&c., illustrative of the natural and commercial resources of British 
Possessions. ‘These are open free to the public daily (except on Sun- 
days)from10am.to5p.m. Special arrangements may be made for 
the visits of schools and other educational institutions. Informa- 
tion concerning India and the Colonies, their products, industries, 
prospects for emigration, &c., may be obtained on verbal applica- 
tion at the Central stand in the Galleries, or applications may be 
addressed in writing to the Director of the Imperial Institute, 
South Kensington, 8.W. Publications furnishing information 
relating to the commerce, agriculture, mining and other industries 
of India and the Colonies, as well as those relating to emigration, 
may also be obtained on application at the Central stand. From 
time to time samples and specimens of raw and manufactured 
products will be shown in the sample room attached to the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade at 
73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 

2. The Scientific and Technical Department with extensive 
laboratories specially equipped for the purpose of investigating 
problems connected with tropical agriculture and development. 
In this Department new or little known natural products from 
India and the Colonies, and commercial products from new 
sources, received through the Government of the countries con- 
cerned, are examined with a view to their valuation and utilisation. 
The expert staff of the Department is also engaged in the collec- 
tion of information from all sources on these and similar subjects. 

3. The Library and Reading Rooms, containing a large collection 
of Indian and Colonial works of reference, which are regularly 
supplied with the principal official publications of India and the 
Colonies, and with many of the principal newspapers, periodicals 
and maps of the United Kingdom, India, and the Colonies. 

4, Conference and Meeting Rooms which are available under 
certain conditions for the purpose of meetings, lectures, &c., on 
subjects of importance to India and the Colonies. 

5. 'The “ Bulletin of the Imperial Institute.” This publication, 
which is now issued quarterly, includes reports on investigations 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, and also special articles 
relating to recent developments in tropical agriculture and in 
the utilisation of raw materials. The ‘“ Bulletin” may be 
obtained at the Imperial Institute, South’ Kensington, or from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Hast Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., price one shilling per number. 
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